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, or the tribes of south-central Oregon and northeastern California,

f==few places are as important as Crater Lake National Park and Lava
J Beds National Monument. Sitting on the northern and southern
ends of the upper Klamath Basin respectively, these two parks served as cen-
ters of both ritual and mundane activities for a number of tribes, most
notably the closely related Klamath and Modoc tribes. Today, the descen-
dents of the Klamath, the Modoc, the Yahooskin Band of Snake Indians,
and other tribes that visited these places are enrolled principally in the con-
federated Klamath Tribes, as well as a number of smaller tribes within
Oregon, California, and Oklahoma. An ethnographic study, addressing both
parks and relying heavily on data from Klamath and Modoc sources, seems
a fitting way to summarize the historical importance of these two unique
places, as well as the enduring significance of these two parks today.

To be sure, the importance of these two parks is suggested by existing
ethnographic sources and is clarified considerably by the accounts of con-
temporary tribal members. Crater Lake, sitting on the boundary between
multiple tribal territories, is widely acknowledged as a landmark of particular
religious importance. Tribal oral traditions regarding Crater Lake abound,
describing the eruption of Mount Mazama as well as a number of other
dramatic events associated with the activities of supernatural beings. In
turn, this landmark has served as one of the most important vision quest
sites for traditional religious practitioners, a practice that has arguably per-
sisted from not long after the eruption of Mount Mazama into the present
day. Places such as Mount Scott have endured as places of traditional and
non-traditional ceremonial activity into the present day, as tribal members
embrace both old and new religious traditions.

Meanwhile, the Crater Lake area has long functioned as a center of resource

procurement for area tribes. Sitting on the western flank of the park,
Huckleberry Mountain served as a multi-tribal center of summertime food
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gathering and social activity. Women have traditionally gathered huckleber-
ries and other plant materials from campsites at Huckleberry Mountain,
while men fanned out to a constellation of hunting and fishing sites inside
and outside of the modern park boundary. Hunting and other resource
procurement activities have been widespread in other portions of the park as
well. Certain families continued to hunt in traditional areas within the park
well after park creation. The former boundaries of the Klamath Reservation
included portions of what is today the park, facilitating this continued pat-
tern of use. Today, despite myriad changes in the economic and cultural
circumstances of park-associated tribes, Crater Lake continues to serve as a
place of ceremonial activity, while Huckleberry Mountain endures as a cen-
ter of traditional resource procurement.

Lava Beds, by contrast, sat at the heart of the traditional Modoc world.
First and foremost, Modoc interviewees suggest, the Lava Beds should be
thought of as the home of the Modoc people. The northern shore of Tule
Lake served as a center of Modoc settlement, and the villages along this
shore were politically and socially central to the larger Modoc community.
Subsistence sites, especially rich wintertime hunting grounds, extended
southward into the rugged volcanic terrain inside the Monument and
extending to the Medicine Lake Highlands. The Tule Lake shoreline pro-
vided a bounty of fish, waterfowl, and plant resources. Ceremonial sites
were numerous as one moved away from the settlement centers of the Tule
Lake shoreline, and many are still used today. Caves have provided distinc-
tive types of ritual opportunities, including both solitary vision quests and
group ceremonies. Bluffs and buttes of the Lava Beds serve as vision quest
sites and as training places for religious practitioners hoping to ascend to
the particularly powerful sites in the Medicine Lake Highlands. Many of
the places within the park, such as Petroglyph Point, are said to be relics of
the world’s creation and are imbued with considerable powers.

The circumstances of the Modoc War clearly changed the Modoc relation-
ship with the Lava Beds. The history of the war, much of which was fought
inside the Monument, is widely known by tribal members and serves as the
starting point for modern Modoc history. Following years of displacement,
many Modoc began to reconnect with this traditional homeland in numer-
ous ways. Some continued to visit the Lava Beds in the course of nearby
work, while others were able to continue visiting for ritual purposes
through much of the intervening period. Today, tribal members seek to
reinhabit the Lava Beds through ceremonial activities, organized social
events, and the largely symbolic procurement of natural resources.



INTRODUCTION

The study that follows represents a relatively unique research effort. The
research was not driven by these park’s legal and policy mandates but, instead,
by a proactive effort to help two National Parks and the tribes associated with
those parks to better understand one-another’s values and concerns (Deur
and Mark 2000). The National Park Service, the Klamath Tribes, and I col-
laborated early in the research to insure that the resulting volume would meet
everyone’s needs. Employing ethnographic interviews and archival work, this
research helped to identity and document a broad range of topics related to
traditional American Indian uses and views of the landscape. Rather than
starting with explicit hypotheses, tribal members were encouraged to share
what they viewed as the most important information regarding their ties to
both parks. As a result, this volume is shaped in part by the priorities and con-
cerns of tribal members. The volume that follows includes a thematic
overview of traditional uses, past and present, for both parks — such as plant
gathering, hunting, and ritual use. In addition, this volume relays tribal mem-
bers’ concerns regarding the relationship between tribal people and the
agency that now manages these lands; some also venture suggestions on how
to improve these relationships in the future. While the National Park Service
may not be open to all of such suggestions, they are included here in the
hope that they might facilitate a dialogue — at once inter-governmental and
cross-cultural — regarding issues of mutual interest and opportunities for
cooperation. No doubt, both groups recognize the tremendous importance
of both Crater Lake and Lava Beds, and both groups will continue to com-
municate regarding the management and interpretation of these unique places
for many years to come. It is my hope that the contents of In the Footprints of
Gmukumps will help foster this communication. I also anticipate that this vol-
ume will assist the tribes in their ongoing efforts to document and preserve
their cultural traditions. May future generations of tribal members continue
to appreciate and sustain their attachments to these two distinctive parts of
their traditional homeland.

“General view of the Modoc Lava Beds,” 1914, by Leland S. Smith, US Forest Service
photo, USDI-NPS, Harpers Ferry Center
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hile a number of tribes possess ties to these parks, Crater Lake

sits near the boundary between the traditional territories of the

Klamath and southern Molala tribes, while Lava Beds sits square-
ly within the traditional territory of the Modoc. The Klamath Tribes, a
confederated tribe based in Chiloquin, Oregon, represents Klamaths and
most Modocs, while also having a number ot southern Molala descendents
on its rolls." The members of the Klamath Tribes, therefore, were the pri-
mary participants in this study. During later phases of the research, individ-
uals with knowledge of these parks were also sought in consultation with
other tribes. By the end of the study, members of the Cow Creek Band of
the Umpqua Tribe of Indians, the Modoc Tribe of Oklahoma, the
Contfederated Tribes of the Siletz Reservation, the Pit River Tribe, the
Karuk Tribe, and the Quartz Valley Rancheria of California had provided
valuable insights, both formally and informally, into the nature of these
parks.’

At the onset of research, the National Park Service consulted directly with
participating tribal governments regarding the project, especially the
Chairman, Council, and Culture and Heritage Department of the Klamath
Tribes. During these initial meetings, tribal representatives had the opportu-
nity to review the project plan and recommended amendments — the pro-
ject’s development involved not only government-to-government consulta-
tion, but also a degree of collaboration between the tribe, the NPS, and the
author. Once the project proposal met with the Klamath Tribes’ satisfaction,
the Culture and Heritage Department produced a list of proposed intervie-
wees and assigned a tribal liaison, Orin “Buzz” Kirk, to facilitate interviews.

Tribal leaders were consulted at multiple stages of the project. The interest
in the leadership of area tribal leaders in cultural and historical matters was
generally high. This fact is attested to, in part, by the fact that a number of
past and present Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen served as ethnographic
interviewees - such as Joe Kirk, Jeff Mitchell, Joe Hobbs, and Lynn
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Schonchin from the Klamath Tribes and Sue Schatter from the Cow Creck
—and these individuals often provided some of the most detailed and candid
interviews on certain topics.

When initially contacted, each potential interviewee was provided with an
explanation of the project’s genesis, goals, and methods.? Tribal members
who agreed to participate were interviewed in a number of locations - their
homes, in tribal offices or other public buildings, in cateries, or in field loca-
tions. Interviews addressed a wide range of topics, from historical ceremony
and subsistence in the lands now encompassed in the parks, to the nature of
modern-day tribal perspectives on park resource management. At the close
of initial interviews, interviewees were invited to share their thoughts on
past, present, and future NPS land and resource management, with particu-
lar attention to any opportunities that might exist for the improvement of
parks-tribes relations. The information that they provided makes up the
bulk of the report that follows.*

In addition to these interviews, I was able to conduct a number of follow-
up interviews while visiting the parks with tribal members. I joined tribal
members at Lava Beds for the annual Modoc Gathering at Captain Jacks
Stronghold, as well as the related Medicine Lake Gatherings just south of
the park. I also joined tribal members in the annual Huckleberry Mountain
gathering, as well as to join Klamath families visiting this area to pick
berries. I helped teach Klamath Tribes children about the two parks at the
tribe’s annual Culture Camp, and participated in ceremonial activities with
traditional practitioners in both parks. I observed Indian-white interactions
within both parks within a variety of contexts; and I coordinated with
Crater Lake National Park Superintendent, Chuck Lundy, in the assessment
of park policy regarding tribes, and participated in the training of scasonal
Crater Lake National Park staft regarding the tribes’ enduring ties to the
park. In addition, I was able to provide information and perspectives to
regional Anthropologist, Dr. Frederick York, who used this information to
assist Lava Beds National Monument Superintendent, Craig Dorman, as he
worked to coordinate burial site protection efforts with the Klamath Tribes.
Together, these experiences have all contributed tremendously to the cur-
rent report.

Information from all of these sources was analyzed, organized thematically,
and augmented by information available in published and archival accounts.
Archival materials were sought in NPS collections (including those at Lava
Beds, Crater Lake, Redwood National Park and the Pacific West Regional
Office), the Pacific Northwest regional branch of the National Archives in
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Seattle, the Oregon Historical Society, the Klamath County Museum, and
the archival collections of the Klamath Tribes.

Notes and audiotapes from this study will be stored in the collections of the
Klamath Tribes and shall be made freely available to the individuals who
have participated in the study. Eftorts have also been made to protect the
privacy of interviewees. Instead of using interviewees’ names or initials for
most quotations, a numerical system is used, with each number indicating a
quotation from a specific interviewee; the key to these numbered codes is in
the possession of the NPS and the Klamath Tribes.

It is the intention of the author, as well as the NPS and tribal statf who sup-
ported this effort, that this study will be of enduring value to all parties,
and particularly the members of the Klamath Tribes (Deur and Mark 2000).
Lava Beds continues to serve as one of the most important ceremonial sites
and social gathering areas within the Modoc traditional territories, and still
represents an important plant gathering area as well. Crater Lake represents
one of the most important sacred places to the Klamath Tribes and many
other tribal groups in Oregon and California, while Huckleberry Mountain,
a short distance west of the park, continues to be among the most impor-
tant subsistence and social gathering areas in this part of the state (Deur
2002). Through this study, tribal members were systematically consulted
regarding their knowledge of both areas and their preferences regarding its
future management at a level far exceeding conventional, compliance-driven
consultation. The information gained through this study has the potential
to shape the land management decisions of NPS staff, allowing resource
managers to avoid future impacts on places of enduring cultural signifi-
cance, such as burial sites, sacred sites, and plant-gathering areas. In addi-
tion, the study can provide park interpreters with information that will
allow them to represent park-affiliated tribes’ history in a manner that the
tribes deem sensitive, accurate, and appropriate. It is also intended that the
final report will aid tribes in their ongoing efforts to document and preserve
their elders’ traditional cultural knowledge, and to keep that knowledge
alive for generations yet to come. If this report helps this etfort, even in a
minor way, then it will have surely been a success.
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