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INTRODUCTORY NOTES

When a boy, from 1884 to 1894, the author lived on the edge of the Sioux Indian
Reservation in Dakota Territory, located at Fort Sully, Cheyenne Agency, Pierre, and
surrounding sections. He worked on the cow range and associated continuously with
Indians. He learned some of the Sioux language, and made a study of sign. Since
then, for many years, the interest has continued, and all known authorities on sign have
been studied, as well as cqntinued investigations with Blackfoot, Cheyenne, Sioux, Arapa-
hoe, and other Indians of recognized sign-talking ability.

Of later vears this effort has been inspired by the fact that there does not exist
today any publication in print that can readily be obtained, covering exclusively the so-
called Universal Indian Sign Language of the Plains Indians of North America.

There is a sentiment connected with the Indian Sign Language that attaches to
no other. It is probably the first American language. It is the first and only American
universal language. It may be the first universal language produced by any people.
It is a genuine Indian language of great antiquity. It has a beauty and imagery pos-
sessed by few, if any, other languages. It is the foremost gesture language that the
world has ever produced.

The author has lectured on Indian problems to many audiences, and at all times
the keenest interest was shown in sign language demonstrations, and he has been re-
quested, hundreds of times, to make the record permanent, and to thereby preserve and
perpetuate the original American language which otherwise is fast passing away. This
is shown by the fact that in 1885 Lewis F. Hadley, at that time a foremost authority
on sign, claimed that as a result of extensive investigation he had determined that there
were over 110,000 sign-talking Indians in the United States. Today there is a very
small percentage of this number, due to the inroads of modern education, and many of
our Indians, with college and university training, can speak better English than they can
talk sign. This language was not created by anybody living today. If it belongs to
anybody it belongs to Americans, and it is for the purpose of having it carried on by
the youth of the United States that this little volume is compiled.

Very few works on the Indian Sign Language have ever been published. The first
of importance was by Major Stephen H. Long in 1823, and gave about 100 signs. It is
long since out of print.

In 1880 and 1881 Lieut.-Col. Garrick Mallery, writing for the Bureau of American
Ethnology of the Smithsonian Institute, produced two valuable works, entitled, “Gesture
Signs and Signals of the North American Indians,” and “Sign Language Among the
North American Indians.” These were partially illustrated and are now out of print.

The next, and by far the most authoritative, work on Indian Sign Language was by
Captain Wm. Philo Clark, U. S. Army. He was with the army in the Indian country
from 1875 to 1880, and made a deep study of sign, with the result that in 1880 he was
detailed by his commanding general to devote his time exclusively to the production of
a book on same. He worked steadily on its preparation until 1884, when he died.
The work was published in 1885, a small edition, and is now out of print and extremely
difficult to obtain. It was not illustrated. This being America’s leading authority
on Indian sign, and differentiating as to the true Indian and deaf and dumb codes, the
author has consulted it extensively in checking against his personal knowledge and
studies extending over many years.

In 1887, 1890 and 1893, three works on “Primary Gestures,” “Sign Talk,” and
“Indian Sign Talk,” were produced by Lewis F. Hadley, a missionary in the Indian
Territory. The latter was the more important, and was produced in an edition of but
75 copies. Of these but few copies are known to exist. There is one in the Smith-
sonian Institute, one in the Library of Congress, one in the Metropolitan Library, New
York, one owned by Ernest Thompson Seton, and one in the library of Prof. J. C.
Elsom of the University of Wisconsin, and through the kindness of Prof. Elsom the
author possesses a photostatic copy. Next to the work by Capt. Clark, this is the
foremost contribution to the study of Indian Sign Language, particularly as it contains
several hundred graphic illustrations.

In 1918, Ernest Thompson Seton, the noted author of animal stories, compiled a
splendid work, 282 pages and about 1700 signs, profusely illustrated. The work was
named “Sign Talk”, and it does not pretend to adhere to Indian signs but includes many
desirable signs of the deaf and dumb, and other sources, comprising a very fine work,
of value to any library.

Owing to the idiomatic form of the language there are certain fundamental differ-
ences which must be remembered. Every interrogation is made either wholly or in
part by the question sign. Instead of saying “Where are you going?” the signs would
be, QUESTION, YOU, GOING. Instead of “What do you want?” the signs would
be: QUESTION, YOU, WANT. The sign for “question” covers the words WHAT,
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WHERE, WHY and WHEN. It is made to attract attention, to ask, to inquire, to

xamine. e

¢ Thz old-time Indian never used the terms “Good morning,” or “Good evening,
but had his own forms of greeting. The Sioux vocal language uses the term How
Coula?” meaning “How do you do, my friend?” The modern educated Indian uses the
terms of the white man: so we believe that in this age the use of the terms, “Good
morning” and “Good evening”, should not be out of place in talking sign between
Whites or Indians, particularly as these words exist in sign language and are generally
understood. .

In sign language it is not customary to ask “What is your name?” because it has
a different way of asking this question, viz: “What are you called?” the signs for which
are QUESTION, YOU, CALLED.

In speaking of the age of a personm, or of past or future time, the general custom
is to say, “So many winters.”

For time of day, make sign for SUN, holding hand toward the point in the heavens
where the sun is at the time indicated. To specify a certain length of time during the
day, indicate space on sky over which the sun passes.

Time is reckoned by the Indians as follows:—Days, by nights or sleeps; months,
by moons; and years, by winters.

Present time is expressed by Indians by the sign NOW, and also by the sign TO-
DAY, while occasionally, for emphasis, both signs are used.

What is understood to be the first person singular, is indicated by pointing to one’s-
self. The plural WE is made by the signs ME and ALL. YOU, ALL, means YE;
while HE, ALL means THEY.

Gender is shown by adding the signs MAN or WOMAN.

Past tense is shown by adding LONG TIME.

Such words or articles, as A, THE, AN, IT, etc., are not used in sign language.

The syntax or sentence construction is naturally elemental and simple.

The verb is not placed as with us, but generally between the subject and the object.

One very wide difference between the Indian Sign Language and the signs used by
deaf and dumb, is shown in the word THINK. The originators of the Indian signs
thought that thinking or understanding was done with the heart, and made the sign
“drawn from the heart”. Deaf mutes place extended fingers of the right hand against
the forehead, to give the same meaning.

The deaf use a great deal of facial contortion and grimace. The Indian seldom
uses facial expression, but maintains'a composed and dignified countenance, the signs
being sufficient of themselves.

There have been various confusing tribal differences of gesture in regard to TIME,
present, past and future, and we have therefore recorded the most logical. See TIME,
LONG TIME, AFTER, BEFORE, BEHIND, FUTURE and PAST. For time of day
make the sign for SUN, holding hand at point in sky where sun is supposed to be repre-
sented. Indians estimate days by SLEEPS, or NIGHTS, months by MOONS, and
years by WINTERS. In reckoning the age of a person the custom is to say “so many
WINTERS.”

With the passage of time some gestures have changed, as can be readily seen by
the following. Before the introduction of the coffee-mill among the Indians, coffee
was represented as a grain, or, more elaborately, by describing the process of preparing
and drinking the beverage. The little coffee-mill killed off these gestures at once, and
the motion made, as though turning the crank of the mill to grind the parched berry,
is today understood as meaning COFFEE by practically all the plains Indians.

While not generally thought of as such, it is nevertheless a fact, that there is one
composite group of over twenty million citizens of the United States who use a won-
derfully comprehensive sign language every day, in fact could not get along without it,
and. furthermore, they must use it or be guilty of violation of law. I refer to the
gestures made by the great army of automobile drivers to indicate “Right turn,” “Left
turn,” “Stop,” etc.

. Clark says: “It is very difficult to describe the most simple movements of the hands
in space, so that a person who had never seen the movements would, by following the
descriptions, make the correct motions.”

In order to offset the possibility of mistake in this regard, I have herein illustrated
;»ra%tlically all of the principal or root signs, in a manner which it is hoped will be clear
o all.

On account of the lucid explanation shown in the cuts, it has been found possible
to make verbal description very brief, thereby preventing the confusion which results
trom lengthy details.

It should be remembered that this is in large measure a skeleton language, because
synonyms in general are covered by the basic word. For instance, the word ABAN-
DONED means DIVORCED; THROWN AWAY, DISPLACED; DESERTED, FOR-
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SAKEN. The word ABUSE can, according to its connection, mean SCOLD, ILL-
TREAT, UPBRAID, DEFAME, DETRACT. The word AFRAID can mean SHRINK
FROM, COWARDLY, SUSPICION, TEMERITY, DREAD, NERVOUS, FEARFUL.

Some slight liberties in spelling have been taken by the author, in order to simplify
pronunciation. For instance, the word representing lodge, the conventional tent home,
correctly speaking should be spelled TIPI: whereas phonetically the pronunciation 18
TEEPEE. We have therefore used the latter spelling.

Sign language is so faithful to nature and so natural in its expression that it is not
probable that it will ever die. It has a practical utility, and should not be looked upon
merely as a repetition of motions to be memorized from a limited list, but as a culti-
vated art. founded upon principles which can be readily applied by travelers. Sign
language may be used to advantage at a distance, which the eye can reach but not the
ear, and still more frequently when silence or secrecy is desired.

The author’s thanks are due to a number of people who have helped him with the
sign language. One of the first of these was William Fielder, a noted interpreter at
Cheyenne Agency, Dakota; to Muzza Humpa (Iron Moccasin), and Cawgee Tonka
(Big Crow), two Sioux living near Fort Sully, Dakota, and in_general to many other
Indians with whom he was acquainted at Cheyenne Agency, Pierre, Fort Pierre, and
many places on the Sioux Reservation from 1885 to 1894.

Mr. R. C. Block of San Diego, California, a well-educated Cheyenne Indian and 2
fine sign-talker, has checked my manuscripts and passed favorably upon them.

In particular I wish to thank Mr. J. L. Clark, 2 Blackfoot Indian sculptor now
located at Glacier Park, Montana, and who with great patience and kindness has gone
over the entire language with me. Mr. Clark has the misfortune to be deaf and dumb,
and this has developed him greatly as a sign talker. He is America’s foremost Indian
sculptor, and carves bears and other wild animals from blocks of wood, true to life.

Every author of a work on sign language in the past 100 years has emphasized the
importance of illustration of same, therefore, realizing this fact, I have given much
time to an endeavor to secure a capable artist. I have been most fortunate in securing
the services of Mr. A. J. Stover of San Diego, an artist of wide experience and ability,
and graduate of the Cleveland Art School. To his earnest devotion to the work much
credit for the book is due, and he certainly has my best thanks. All of the sketches were
posed by the author.

I have held back one thought for conclusion, and it is this: The beauty of Sign
talk depends upon the manner of making the gestures. Movements should not be
angular or jerky, but should rather be rounded and sweeping in their rendition. It is
inspiring, and a thing of beauty, to witness a sign conversation between two capable
Indian sign talkers. They are living in many parts of our country and should be cul-
tivated wherever found.

Every sign in this work is a true Indian sign. Nothing has been borrowed from
the deaf or from other sources, the compiler having adhered strictly to Indian origins.
This, of necessity, makes for a briefer book than would otherwise be possible, but a
conscientious effort has been made to make the book exactly what it purports to be,
viz: the Indian Sign Language.

. It is the most earnest hope of the author that this little work will sol kindle enthu-
siasm in the breasts of thousands of boys and girls throughout the world, that the future,
through this medium will develop millions of young people who will be able to talk
sign language with as great facility, grace and beauty as it was ever presented by any
Indian in past time. This is the hope of the founder of Scouting, Sir Robert Baden
Powell, Chief Scout of the World, who recently wrote to the author as follows:

THE BOY SCOUTS ASSOCIATION

25, Buckingham Palace Road,
LONDON, S. W. L.

My Dear Mr. Tomkins: .

Thank you so much for your very kind thought of me and for sending me a copy
of your Sign Language book. I had already commended it to Scouts in other countries
in the hope that Scouts all over the world will take up the idea and use it as a com-
mon medium for bringing them all together in closer comradeship. R

If it helps to bring about greater world friendship and understanding and avoid-
ance of war your research into the Indian way of communication will have been well
worth while, and you will have done a great thing for the world.

I cordially wish you every success and with many thanks and all good wishes, Be-
lieve me, Yours truly, ROBERT BADEN POWELL.

This work is dedicated to my wife, Grace M. Tomkins, whose constant, interest and
kindness have made possible and a pleasure the studies and research of years, and jointly
with her it is dedicated to the youth of the world, in the belief that through the study
of this subject there may be developed in all countries a multitude of sign talkers as
fluent, graceful and rapid as our Indians themselves, and, as Sir Robert hopes, to the
general good of humanity. THE AUTHOR.
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A

ABANDON (meaning: throw away). With both closed hands held at left side near
breast, drop them downwards and to rear, at same time opening them as though
expelling some article,

ABOARD (meaning: sitting down on). Hold left hand flat, ten inches from body,
palm up. Place right fist on left palm, with little finger down.

ABOVE (meaning one thing above another). Both hands backs up in front of body,
the right resting on the left. Then raise the right more or less above the left.

ABSENT. Make signs for SIT and NO.

ABUSE (meaning: throwing lies against one). Bring right 2 hand in front of mouth;
move the hand sharply outwards or towards person indicated; repeat.

ACCOMPANY. See WITH.

ACCOST. Make the sign for QUESTION.

ACCOST (meaning: to question). When party is at some distance hold right hand
well up and wave to right and left two or three times.

ACHE (meaning: the darting sensations of pain). Push the right index finger ove:
and parallel to the part afflicted; then make the sign for SICK.

ACROSS. The flat left hand, with back up, is held about twelve inches out from body.
Then pass the partially compressed right hand over left on a curve.

ADD. Place right flat hand on palm of left in front of body, and lift them upwards
several times in moves of about 3 inches, to indicate piling up.

ADVANCE. Point right flat hand forward, palm down, ten inches from body. Bring
left hand in same position but between right hand and body. Then move both
hands forward in slight jerks.

ADVANCE GUARD (The person in front). Left flat hand ten inches from center of
body. Right 1 hand in front of left pointing upwards, then change to 2 hand, and
move around to indicate LOOKING.

AFRAID (meaning: shrinks back from). Bring both 1 hands well out in front of
breast; bring hands back a few inches and slightly downwards, while curving index
fingers. Usually only right hand is used in making this sign.

AFRAID OF NO ONE. Point right index in several directions; then make signs for
AFRAID and NO.

AFTER, (or FUTURE TIME.) Make sign for TIME, then advance the right 1 hand
past and beyond the left hand.

AFTERNOON. Form an incomplete circle with thumb and index of right hand. Then
raise toward a point directly overhead, and sweep down towards the horizon.

AGE. Indicate by showing number of winters. (See WINTER.)

AGENT (meaning: Indian Agent). Make signs for WHITE MAN, CHIEF, GIVE,
and FOOD.

AGREEMENT. See TREATY.

AHEAD. Make the sign for BEFORE.

AID. Make signs for WORK and WITH.

AIM (meaning: “From the manner of using weapon”). If with rifle—aim accordingly; if
with bow and arrow— bring hands up before breast with motion of drawing bow
string.

ATIRPLANE. Extend both arms straight out to each side, sway body imitating mo-

tion of plane; then swing hand in a curve from waist towards the sky. Then sign
BIRD and EQUAL (a flexible modern sign, understood by Indians).

ALIGHT (to). Indicate whether from horse, wagon, etc. Then sweep 2 hand towards
the ground.

ALIKE (meaning: that 2 people look alike). Make the signs for FACE and SAME.

ALIVE (meaning: walking about). Bring right 1 hand 10 inches from breast, then by
wrist action make 3 zigzags.

ALL. Move right flat hand in horizontal circle from right to left, breast high.

ALL GONE. Point both extended hands at each other in front of breast. Then loosely
wipe ends of fingers of right hand across palm and fingers of left, and vice versa.

ALL‘%;}¥EIE. Make sign for PEACE, and if for war purposes add signs GOING, WAR,

ALL RIGHT. Make sign for ALL and sign for GOOD.




12 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Seul R
Allein —
Parmi
Darunter
1
-1
NV
F
1 1
N
1 1
[
=2
Un Autre Se Lever R Arrestation
Ein anderes ADO'HTGI‘ Aufstehen Ar1se Verhaften Arr‘ca{'
Arriver ici
Hi kammen/ ,/"ll LA™ \
1er anko 4
7
, N
r
Arriver la . Fléche
Arrive Here |Dort ankammen Arrive There | preil

Monter
Aufsteigen
R
Haonteuyx Etonne .
Ascend | Beschamt Ashamed |Erstaunen Astomsh
PE—

= - 3725
= % el / —
e v G =
A : J
I
A Cheval Evit Poi
eva . viter . o1ngon
Sattel gerecht  Astride | Vermeiden Avold | Aste Awl

Line drawing shows beginning and dotted outline shows end of movement of hands.
Students must Compare Each Diagram with Explanation Found on Opposite Page.




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE 13

ALONE. Hold right 1 hand upwards in front of neck. Then move outwards in sin-
uous motion.

ALWAYS. Make the sign for FOREVER.

AMBITIQOUS. Make sign for the person and sign for PUSH.

AMONG. Bring extended left 5 hand ten inches from breast, then weave right index
through fingers of left.

AN%I%%{TE(:)RS. Most Indians usually make sign for OLD PEOPLE. Some add LONG

AND. Make the sign for WITH.

ANGRY (meaning: mind twisted). Place closed right hand close to forehead, with
back of thumb touching same; move hand slightly outwards and by wrist action
give small twisting motion.

ANNIHILATE. See EXTERMINATE.

ANNOY (meaning: fluttering heart). Make the sign for HEART. Then flutter the 5
hand over the heart.

ANNUITIES. Make the sign for BLANKET, for FOOD and for DISTRIBUTE.

ANOTHER. Place compressed right hand over left breast, sweep hand upwards, out-
wards to right and downwards ending with back down.

ANTELOPE (meaning: pronged horns of animals). Hold both 4 hands beside head,
palms forward.

APACHE—Indian (meaning: Elk horn fiddlers). Make the sign for Indian, then with
right index rub the left index from end of finger to wrist and back again—2 or 3
times.

APPAREL. Pass both 4 hands over such position of body as is necessary to explain
the clothing.

ARAPAHOE—Indian (meaning: MOTHER of all Tribes). First make sign for In-
dian, then with compressed right hand tap left breast two or three times, which is
the MOTHER sign.

ARISE (meaning: to get up). Right 1 hand with back down, pointed to front, raise
mostly by wrist action until back is outwards and index points upwards.

ARRANGE. Make signs for WORK and FIX.

ARREST (meaning: to seize hold of and tie at wrist). With both hands in front of body
make as though seizing hold of a person. Then cross the wrists, hands closed.
ARRIVE HERE. Place flat left hand against left breast with back out. Hold right

1 hand one foot from body, then bring same briskly against back of left.

ARRIVE THERE. This is the reverse of previous sign. The left flat hand is held
out in front; the right 1 hand held against breast, strikes out to palm of left.

ARROW (meaning: drawing an arrow from left hand). Near left breast, hold left cupped
hand, then indicate drawing an arrow from same.

ARTILLERYMAN. Make sign for WHITE MAN, for SOLDIER, for WITH, and
for CANNON.

ASCEND. Indicate in what way and what was ascended; for instance, a mountain,
sign same with left hand, place right 1 hand with index on left wrist and gradually
move same upward.

ASHAMED (meaning: drawing blanket over face). Both flat hands—opposite either
cheek, backs outward. Cross right hand to left and left hand to right.

ASTONISH. Palm of left hand held over mouth. Many Indians also raise right hand.
This gesture denotes great surprise, great pleasure, or great disappointment.

ASTRAY. Make the sign for HIDE.

ASTRIDE. Separate first and second fingers of right hand and set them astride of
upright flat left hand.

ATTACK. Make sign for CHARGE. -

ATTEMPT. Make the signs for WORK and PUSH.

ATTENTION. See QUESTION.

AUNT. Make signs for FATHER and SISTER, or MOTHER and SISTER.

AUTOMOBILE. Make the sign for WAGON and then imitate holding steering
wheel. (Another modern sign understood by Indians.) A Cheyenne Indian used
the signs WAGON, BY ITSELF, GO.

AUTUMN (meaning: falling leaf time). Make sign for TREE, for LEAF. Then let
right hand pass slowly downwards to right with wavy motion.

AVOID. Hold 1 hands in front of shoulders pointing upwards. Pass right hand to left
and left hand to right and have them miss in passing.

AWL. From manner of using same in sewing with sinew. Use right index as an awl
and bore over left index.



14 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Hache Bébe Lard
Axt . Kleines Kind Speck

- (.

AN

S / \\\
-
Bacon

‘Mauvais

,

4

& /~‘/I;/ | ]Y
&

Y N
//,/; [}l\////
) o

gb,?, .

)

T
1

s
s,

Ly .”~.,’ ! Sac Timide
o ad | Sack Bag | schiichtern
=)
i

! R ..
il S

Barbe Castar

Bart Beard| Bicher Beaver

~ re——
S i -,
S
Sl YOS
S

-~

Beside

i Dessous
Bett Bed Darunter Below
A Céte R~ Au deld
Ausser

Beyond

Line drawing shows beginning and dotted outline shows end of movement of hands.
Students must Compare Each Diagram with Explanation Found on Opposite Page.




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE 15

AXE. Hold right elbow with left hand, extend right arm with hand held flat, and
make as though chopping.

BABY. Place right closed hand across left wrist, palm side up, in position of hold-
ing a baby.

BACHELOR. Make the signs for MAN, MARRY and NO.

BACON. Bring extended left hand in front of breast pointing outwards; with right
thumb and index clasp base of little finger and rub towards wrist and back again 2
or 3 times; then make the sign for EAT.

BAD (meaning: thrown away). Hold right fist near breast. Throw it out and down to
right, and while doing so open the hand.

BAG. Hold left hand in form of opening of bag; then pass compressed right hand
into opening. Finish by indicating sides of bag. Demonstrate a large bag by inside
of circled arm.

BALD. Make the sign for HAIR. Touch top of head with flat hand. Then make sign
WIPED OUT.

BARRACKS. Make the signs for WHITE SOLDIER and HOUSE.

BASHFUL. Make sign for ASHAMED.

BASIN (meaning: depression in the ground). With both 4 hands form a partial circle,
then left hand holds position while compressed right hand scoops the ground.
BASKET. Make sign for KETTLE. Then interlock fingers to denote manner of con-

struction.

BATTLE. Make sign for FIGHT, then sign for SHOOT, with both hands pointing
towards each other.

BATTLESHIP. Make sign for BOAT, for FIRE, for BIG, and for BIG GUNS. (A
flexible modern sign—understood by Indians.)

BAY. (Water). Make sign for WATER, then with right 4 hand out in front of body
indicate form or shape of bay.

BAYONET. Make sign for GUN. Then place both 1 hands alongside one another,
right index projecting beyond.

BE. Make the sign for SIT.

BEAR. The Crows and some other tribes hold partly closed hands alongside of head
to indicate large ears—Others add to this a clawing motion with hands in front
clawing downwards.

BEARD. For chin whiskers hang compressed hand below chin—for other kinds of
whiskers place hands accordingly.

BEAUTIFUL. The preference seems to be to pass right flat hand downwards over
face, then make sign for GOOD-—some tribes hold up left hand and look into it
as into a mirror.

BEAVER (meaning: tail of beaver striking mud or water). Hold left flat hand in front
of body, right flat hand below same, then back of right hand strikes up against
left palm sharply.

BED (meaning: spread blankets). Left hand, palm up, fingers extended pointing right
front, close to left breast, right hand palm up, on same plane and close to left—
move right hand well out in front and to right as though spreading blanket; add
sign for SLEEP.

BEFORE, (or PAST TIME.) Point right and left 1 hands, to left, tandem, in position
of TIME, then draw right hand towards the right and rear.

BEGIN. Make the sign for PUSH.

BEHIND. (Sense of time.) Make the sign for BEFORE, showing length of time by
space between the hands.

BELOW. Both hands backs up in front of body, the left resting on the right; then
drop the right more or less below the left to indicate desired distance.

BELT. Use the hands as though clasping on a belt.

BESIDE or BY. Make sign for WITH.

BET (meaning: to gamble). Inasmuch as the betting assumes card playing, the sign is
made as though placing 2 stacks of money or chips.

BEYOND. Bring extended left hand, back up in front of body about ten inches, fin-
gers pointing to right; bring extended right hand, back up, between left and body,
same height, fingers pointing to left; swing the right hand outwards and upwards
in curve beyond left hand, turning right hand back down in movement.
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BIBLE. Make the signs for BOOK, MEDICINE, and GREAT.

BICYCLE. A modern sign, like WAGON but with index fingers tandem, then add
MAN, ABOARD, GO. Indians vary modern signs.

BIG. Bring compressed 5 hands in front of body, close together, palms in, fingers
extended flat, upright, pointing to front, separate the hands—bringing them apart,
but keeping them opposite each other.

BIRD (meaning: wings). With flat hands at shoulders, imitate motion of wings. Small
birds rapidly, large birds slowly. ..

BITEE]%. Touch the tongue with tip of index of right hand and make the sign fo

BLACK. The method most used by Indians is to point to something black. Have
seen Indians simply use sign for COLOR as indicating BLACK; others make the
sign for COLOR and touch hair or eyebrows.

BLACKFEET—Indians. Make sign for MOCCASIN and for BLACK.

BLANKET (meaning: wrapping about shoulders). Hold the closed hands at height of
shoulders near neck, move the right hand to left, left to right, closing movement
when wrists are crossed, right hand nearest body.

BLESS YOU. Raise both hands, palm outward, hands pointing front and upward,
lower hands several inches, then push them slightly towards person.

BLIN%.NIO’lace palmar surface of ends of fingers against closed eyes, then sign LOOK
an .

BLOOD. Bring right hand in front of mouth, first and second fingers against nostrils,
move hand downwards with tremulous motion.

BLUE. Make the sign for COLOR, then point to something blue in color, preferably
the sky when clear.

BLUFF. Make the sign for MOUNTAIN, raising or lowering fist to indicate height.

BOAT. Hollowed hands held together indicate shape of boat, push out in front to
show direction; for canoe make as though paddling; for row boat as though row-
ing; for steamboat add sign for FIRE.

BOIL (to). Make sign for WATER or FOOD; then sign for KETTLE and FIRE.

BONE. Make sign for the animal for DIE, LONG TIME. Touch part of body that
produced bone, then point to something WHITE.

BONNET (war). Carry extended hands from front to rear alongside of head, then
carry right hand from crown of head down to below body.

BOOK. Hold both hands in front of body, side by side, palms up, and look at them
as if reading. Have seen Indians place palms together and open hands as though
opening a book.

BORROW. Make the sign for GIVE (to you or to me) then BY and BY or little
while, and then GIVE—meaning, “Give to me a little while and I will give it back.”
They have no such word as loan.

BOW (meaning: bending bow to shoot). Left closed hand well out in front of body as
though holding bow. Right closed hand held just back of same draws the bow
string.

BOWL. Indicate shape with curved hands, held close together.

BOY. Make the sign for WHITE MAN or INDIAN, as the case may be, then bring
right hand down on right side to height of boy, index finger pointing up.

BRAIN. Touch forehead with first 2 fingers of right hand.

BRAND. With index and thumb of right hand, form partial circle, other fingers closed
—then press hand against left shoulder for shoulder brand, or against hip for hip
brand.

BRAVE. Hold left fist 8 inches from center of body, bring right fist six inches above
and a little in front of same. Strike downwards with right fist, by elbow action.
second joints of right hand passing close to knuckles of left. Some Indians make
the signs HEART and STRONG.

BREAD. Make sign for FLOUR. Then clap hands together as though making a cake,
right hand on top; then reverse and repeat, left hand on top. The Indian method
of making small fried bread.

BREAK (meaning: breaking a stick held horizontally in the closed hands). Hold closed
hands together, backs up, then twist right to right, left to left, as though breaking
a stick.

BREAKFAST. See EAT.

BRIDGE. Both flat hands, backs down, pointing to front, then make sign for RIVER
and sign for ACROSS.

BRING. Move the right 1 hand well in front of body, index extended, then draw hand
towards body, while curving index finger.

BROAD. Make the sign for BIG.
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BROTHER. Bring tips of extended and touching first and second fingers of right
hand against lips, fingers horizontal, back up, carry hand straight out from mouth,
then make sign for MAN.

BROTHER-IN-LAW. Cross arms on breasts, left arm inside, hands extended, then
strike downwards in front with right hand.

BROOK. Make the signs for RIVER and SMALL.

BROWN. Make the sign for COLOR, then point to something BROWN.

BRUSH. Hold the hands as for GRASS, but with arms extended outward from the
waist.

BUFFALO (meaning: horns of buffalo). Bring partly closed hands, palms inward, close
to sides of head. Raise hands slightly until wrists are on edges of head, and carry
slightly forward.

BUFFALO ROBE. Make sign for BUFFALO and for BLANKET.

BURN. Make the sign for FIRE. Then indicate what was burned or injured by the
fire. If entirely consumed add WIPED OUT.

BURY. Make the signs for BLANKET, WRAP and DIG.
BUT. Make the sign for PERHAPS.
BUY. Make sign for MONEY and for EXCHANGE.

BY AND BY. Make the sign for FUTURE, advancing the right hand past and beyond
the left hand. Some Indians make the sign for WAIT.

BY ITSELF. Hold extended right hand in front of right breast, with back down and
fingers pointing to front; by wrist action strike the hand to left and towards body
with a jerk, repeating two or three times. This is a metaphoric idiom used with
other gestures. A gift with this sign becomes a “free gift.” No gift expected in re-
turn. It also means FREEDOM, ALONE and SOLITARY.

CACHE. Make the sign for HIDE.

CALL OR CALLED. This is an important and much used sign. Use right hand with
thumb touching index. Then snap out index finger as in word talk, but continue
extending index. This is used for “Question you called”—meaning, “what are you
called” or “what is your name.”

CAMP. Make the sign for TEEPEE. Then with arms held about horizontal in front of
body form with thumbs and indexes an incomplete circle, tips 1 inch apart. Lower
the hands briskly few inches by elbow action.

CAMPFIRE. Make as though gathering something. Then make the signs for WOOD,
FIRE, SIT and TALK.

CANDID. Make the sign for TRUE, for DAY and GOOD, indicating openness and
clearness like the day, truth and goodness.

CANDLE. Hold left 1 hand in front of left shoulder, index pointing upwards. Make
1si§n for FIRE with right hand pointed at left index and show length of candle on
eft arm.

CANDY. Make sign for SUGAR. Then hold left index vertically in front of body and
with right index indicate stripes on same.

CANNON (meaning: large gun). Make sign for GUN and for LARGE.

CANNOT (meaning: cannot go through, or bounced back). Hold left flat hand edgewise,
well out in front of body. Point right index at center of left, then move right index
forward until it strikes left palm, then bounces off and down to right.

CANOE. Make sign for BOAT, then with curved right hand held well out in front
of body, indicate the curved bow of canoe.

CANYON (also GORGE, DEFILE, CHASM, GAP) (meaning: mountain, both sides).
Hold both closed hands in front of face—several inches apart, then, still holding
left hand in position, make as though to pass the right hand through the chasm.

CARDS. In nearly closed left hand make as though holding a deck of cards, then with
right hand indicate dealing same to several players.

CARTRIDGE. Hold right 1 hand back nearly up, in front of body, index extended
horizontally and pointing to front, thumb pressing against side of index, with tip
just back of second joint indicating cartridge. Sometimes signs for GUN and
SHOOT are also made. .

CARRY. Place thumb side of right fist against right shoulder, then thumb side of
left fist against right fist—in other words tandem—stoop slightly forward as though
carrying a heavy bag or pack. . .

CAT (meaning: flat nose). With right thumb and index touching nose, tilt same slightly
upwards, also indicate size of animal.

CATCH. Make the sign for TAKE.

CATTLE (meaning: spotted buffalo). Make signs for BUFFALO and SPOTTED.
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CAVALRYMAN. Make signs for WHITE MAN, SOLDIER and RIDE.

CENTRE. Make horizontal circle with index fingers and thumbs. Then holding left
in same position place point of right index in circle just formed.

CERTAIN. Make the signs for I, KNOW and GOOD.

CHARGE (meaning: to charge against others). With backs up place closed hands
near right shoulder, move hands sharply to front and left, at same time snapping
them open.

CHARGE (meaning: charging against us). Reverse the above by holding fists well out
in front and snapping hands open towards face.

CHEAT. Make signs for LYING and STEALING.

CHEYENNE—Indian (meaning: finger choppers). Make sign for INDIAN, then
extend left index and with right index make as though to cut or slash same. A sign
of mourning.

CHICKEN. Make sign for BIRD, sign for RED. Then place extended right hand
on top of head, indicating comb.

CHIEF (meaning: elevated, rising above others and looking down at them). Hold right
1 hand at side pointing upwards, raise hand in gradual circle as high as top of
head, then arch toward front and downward.

CHILD. Make the sign for MALE or FEMALE. Then hold compressed right hand
upward at right side and drop to the height of the child.

CHIPPEWA—Indian. Make the signs for TREES and PEOPLE.

CHOP. Bring right flat hand near right breast, then by elbow action strike downwards
to left, then reverse to left brcast and strike downwards to right.

CHURCH. Make signs for GOD and HOUSE.

CIGAR. Make sign for TOBACCO. Then lay both indexes horizontally alongside of
each and rotate one around the other (meaning: it's rolled).

CIGARETTE. Same as CIGAR but add LITTLE.

CITY. Make the sign for HOUSE and for MANY.

CLOSE (meaning: draw near). Slightly curved right hand well out in front of right
shoulder, draw hand downwards and in towards body, holding hand flat and up-

right.

CLOUD. Hold extended hands horizontally, backs up, in front and higher than head,
ir}del:{:es touching; swing hands downwards in curve to each side, to signify dome
of sky.

COAL. Make signs for HARD, FIRE, and GOOD.

COAT. Place spread hands on breasts then carry them down as though over garment.

COFFEE (meaning: grinding coffee in mill). Extend left hand, back down, in front of
body; bring closed right hand few inches over left and move in small horizontal
circle, as though turning a crank.

COLD. Both closed hands close to front of body, height of shoulder, body slightly
bent. Give tremulous motion to hands and arms as though shivering from cold.
COLOR. Rub tips of right hand fingers in circle on back of left. Do not confuse this
with the sign for Indian which is made by rubbing back of left hand with flat
palmar surfaces of all the right hand fingers. A popular sign with all Indians when

designating a color, is to look around, locate the color desired, and point to it.

COLOR (2) (spotted, mottled, brindle, roan). Rub the backs of the hands together.
This represents any spotted or off color.

CONSIDER. See PERHAPS.

COMANCHE—Indian (meaning: snake). Make the sign for INDIAN and for SNAKE,
pushing right 1 hand outwards with sinuous motion.

COME. Extend right 1 hand then sweep same toward face.

COMMENCE. Make the sign for PUSH.

COMPASS. Points of the compass are shown by the way an Indian records the sun.
Thumb and index of right hand held across at left side indicates the sun rising in
the east. In this manner the right side would indicate west, straight ahead would
indicate south, and conversely would be north. A somewhat modern conception
given by a leading Sioux authority.

CONCEAL. Make sign for HIDE.

CONGRESS. Make sign for BIG WHITE CHIEF'S HOUSE. Sign for BRING, from
several directions, and sign for SITTING IN COUNCIL.

COOK. Make sign for MAKE (or WORK) and EAT (or FOOD).

CORN (meaning: shelling the corn). Project left index and thumb as though they were
an ear of corn, then twist them with right index and thumb.

CORRAL. Make sign for TREE, lock fingers of right and left hands, then indicate
circular enclosure by bringing them separately left and right in semi-circle.
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COUNCIL (meaning: sitting in a circle and talking). Closed hands well out in front of
body, little fingers touching, move hands in horizontal circle towards body to meet
with backs to body—then add TALK to right and left.

COUNTING. The system of tens is universally used by our Indians in enumeration.
In counting from one to ten, the usual way is to hold the closed right hand in
front, the back towards and about height of shoulder, edges of hand pointing up;
for one, the little finger is extended; two, the third; three, second; four, index; five,
thumb; keeping fingers extended, separated, and pointing upwards; six, bring the
closed left hand at same height, equally advanced, and near right, and extend the
;c'__lhumb; seven, extend left index; eight, second finger; nine, third finger; ten, little

nger.
For twenty, open and close both hands twice.

Many tribes indicate a number of tens by first making the sign for ten, then hold
extended left hand horizontally in front of body, and draw the tip of extended right
index from base over the back of each finger to its tip, each motion of this kind
representing ten and going as far as fifty; then holding the right hand in similar
manner, mark the backs of its thumb and fingers with tip of left index to indicate
from sixty to one hundred.
For counting hundreds hold up both 5 hands with both thumbs touching, hands
held near right shoulder; then swing in a circle across to left and downwards.
A number of hundreds are counted on backs of hands same as in counting tens,
first indicating that you are now dealing with hundreds.

COUNTRY. Make signs by pointing to the ground with right 1 hand; then spread
both hands low to right and left.

COWARD. Point to or make sign for the person, and then make sign for AFRAID.

COYOTE. Make sign for WOLF and for SMALL.

CRAZY (meaning: brain in a whirl). Bring compressed right hand pointing upwards
close to forehead. Turn the hand so as to make small horizontal circle, turning up-
wards to left with the sun. (To turn to right would mean MEDICINE).

CROSS (meaning: sulky). Make the signs HEART and BAD

CROSS (meaning to cross a stream). Make the sign ACROSS.

CROW-Indian. Two signs have been used in this connection, for that in most general
use sign BIRD and INDIAN. A less used sign as follows:—first make the sign
for INDIAN, then hold fist above forehead, palm out, to indicate their manner
of dressing the hair, i. e, pompadour.

CRY (meaning: tears). With both 1 hands at eyes indicate that tears are flowing by
tracing their course down the face.

CUNNING. Make sign for WOLF.

CUTTING UP. With flat left hand, back upwards, held in front of left breast, use
right flat hand as though to cut slice off palm of left, and repeat.

DAKOTA—Indians. (See SIOUX.)

DAM. Make sign for RIVER, and for HOLD.

DANCE (meaning: hopping action). Place both 5 hands in front of breast, point-
ing up, palms 6 inches apart; move up and down 3 inches, for 2 or 3 times.

DANGEROUS. With respect to a person, make the signs HEART and BAD. If of
a place, specify in what way it is dangerous.

DARK. Make sign for NIGHT and SAME; or hold extended hands in front of and
close to eyes.

DAUGHTER. Make the sign for FEMALE, then with right compressed hand held
upright indicate the height of girl.

DAY. Hold level flat hands, backs up, in front of face, and 4 inches apart; sweep
hands up and out in a curve, ending opposite shoulders with palms up. For
TODAY, first make sign NOW.

DAYBREAK. Place both extended hands, backs out, in same horizontal plane, right
hand above with little finger touching left index; then raise the right hand a
few inches.

DEAD. Make signs for DIE and SLEEP.

DEAF. Press palm of flat right hand against right ear; then make small circular
motion with hand close to ear, and sign NO.

DECEIVE (meaning: he gives the lie). Make sign for GIVE and for LIE.

DEEP. To show depth of river or water, make sign for RIVER or WATER; then
point downwards. If depth is slight, place hand on person to show how far the
water rises on person or horse.
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DEER. Indicate deer horns with both spread 5 hands held above sides of head.

DEFAME. Make the sign for ABUSE.

DEFY. Place thumb between index and second finger of right hand; push it sharply
towards the person.

DEPART. Make sign for GO.

DESTROY. Make sign for EXTERMINATE.

DIE (meaning: going under). Hold the left flat hand, back out, well in front of body,
fingers horizontal; bring right 1 hand on same plane and pointing to left hand,
move right hand downwards and outwards.

DIG. Execute with both hands a pawing motion, moving hands from right front down-
wards, to left and rear on curve; repeating motion.

DINNER. See EAT.

DIRT. Point to ground with right index finger, then reach down and rub thumb and
tips of fingers together.

DISGUST. Make the signs for HEART and TIRED. The head is sometimes turned
to one side, and the idea conveyed by facial expression.

DISMOUNT. Make sign for HORSE; then raise right 2 hand and lower it, pointing
fingers at ground.

DISTANT. Right hand, back to right, in front of right breast, a little lower than
shoulder, hand partly closed and close to body; push the hand to front, raising it
slightly. Very distant would be shown by extending arm to full length.

DISTRIBUTE (meaning: handing out). Bring right flat hand, back of same to right,
well in front and a little to right of body; move hand slightly upwards to front,
and then a little downwards; then take first position and make similar motion to
left, as though giving to several persons.

DIVE. Hold left flat hand, back outwards, well in front of body, fingers pointing to
right; hold right flat hand, back out, behind and little above left hand, fingers
pointing downward; then move right hand down and out under left hand.

DIVORCE. Make the signs for HIS, WOMAN, and ABANDONED.

DO. Make the sign for WORK.

DO NOT. Make signs for WORK and NO.

DOCTOR. Make the signs for WHITE MAN, CHIEF and MEDICINE.

DOG (meaning: wolf drawing teepee poles). Draw right 2 hand across in front of
body, from left to right.

DOLLAR. Make the sign for MONEY, and raise right index finger to indicate one.

DONE. Make the sign for END.

DOOR. Make the sign for TEEPEE or for HOUSE; hold left flat hand well in front
of breast, back outwards and pointing to right; then place flat right hand on palm,
and turn same over to right, as though little finger was a hinge.

DOUBT. Make the sign for PERHAPS.

DOWN. Point downwards with right index finger.

DREAM. Make signs for SLEEP, and SEE, and GOOD.

DRESS. Pass the spread thumb and index finger over that part of body represented
as covered.

DRINK (meaning: drinking from the curved right hand). With fingers tight together
partly compress the right hand as though to form a cup; carry to mouth from
above downwards, as though drinking water.

DROUTH. Make signs for LONGTIME, RAIN, and NO.

DROWN. Make the sign for WATER; then sign whether LAKE or RIVER, and
make sign for DIE.

DRUM. Place hands in first motion for KETTLE; then with left hand still in posi-
tion, use partly closed right hand as drum-stick, and strike down several times.

DRUNKARD. Make sign for WHISKEY and sign for DRINK, repeating four or
five times, and signs for MUCH and CRAZY.

DRY. To indicate that stream or spring is dry, make sign for STREAM (LITTLE
RIVER), for WATER, and for ALL GONE.

DU%K. h_l;lllake signs for BIRD and WATER, and gesture with right flat hand for

at hill.

DULL. Hold left flat hand in front of body, back down; then with lower edge of
flat right hand saw back and forth 3 or 4 times; then make sign for BAD.

DUMB. Palm of right hand over mouth; then make the signs TALK and NO.
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E

EAGLE (meaning: wings, and black tips of tail feathers). Make sign for BIRD;
then hold horizontally the extended left flat hand, back up, in front of left breast,
fingers pointing to front and right; then lay the lower edge of vertical extended
right hand, back to right and outwards, fingers pointing to left and front, on back
of left, on knuckles; move the right hand outwards and to right; then make sign
for BLACK, representing the black end of the tail feathers. Occasionally the
sign for TAIL is made.

EARLY. If early in the morning make signs for DAYBREAK, and LITTLE; if
early in the evening, make signs for SUNSET, and LITTLE.

EARRING (meaning: long, narrow pendant). Point extended index fingers down-
ward, other fingers and thumbs closed, alongside of ears, backs of hands towards
head; shake hands a trifle, giving a trembling motion to index fingers.

EARTH. Point with right index to the ground, then reach down and rub thumb and

tips of fingers together.

EAT. With nearly compressed right hand, pass tips of fingers in curve downward past
mouth two or three times by wrist action.

Add location of sun in the sky to indicate breakfast, dinner or supper. (Modern).

EATEN ENOUGH (meaning: filled to the throat). Make the sign for EAT; then
spread index and thumb of right hand close to breast; move the hand upwards
to height of chin.

EFFORT. Make the sign for PUSH.

ELK (meaning: horns). With fingers extended and pointing upwards, place hands
above head; move them to front and rear two or three times.

ELOPE. The Indian method of eloping is to STEAL the woman; so the proper
signs are accordingly made, ie.,, STEAL and WOMAN.

END (meaning: cut off). Hold left flat hand out in front of left breast, thumb up-
ward; then with right flat hand strike down past finger tips of left hand.

ENEMY. Make the signs FRIEND and NO. Have seen Indians make the signs
SHAKE HANDS and NO, though first sign is more general.

ENLIST. Make the signs for WORK and SOLDIER.

ENTER (meaning: to enter a TEEPEE, or stooping position in entering a lodge).
Make sign for HOUSE; then hold compressed left hand well in front of body;
bring partly compressed right hand downwards and outwards, under left.

EQUAL (meaning: even race). Hold 1 hands in front of breast, indexes two inches
apart; move them both to front, keeping tips opposite, indicating an even race

ESCAPE. With hands closed, cross the wrists; then separate hands quickly by swing-
ing them to right and left and slightly upwards; then make the sign for GO

ETERNALLY. Make the sign for FOREVER.

EVENING. With extended right hand, make the sign of SUN sinking in the west;
then signs NIGHT, and LITTLE.

EXCHANGE or TRADE. Hold up 1 hands; then in semi-circle strike them past each

other.

EXPLAIN. Hold extended right hand, back down, in front of, close to, and little
lower than mouth, fingers pointing to left; by wrist action move hand outwards a
few inches. To be spoken to or explained to, reverse the action, moving hand to-
wards face.

EXTERMINATE (meaning: wiped out). Hold left flat hand in front of body; then
wipe flat right hand across same.

FACE. Bring right flat hand down across front of face.

FAINT. Make the sign for DIE and for RECOVER.

FALL (Season). Make sign for AUTUMN.

FALL (of water). Make sign for RIVER; then hold flat hand, back out, in front
of body; bring right hand, fingers slightly apart, over top of left hand and down
with wavy motion.

FALL (to). Right flat hand in front of body, pointing to left, back up; swing hand
inla curve, upwards and outwards, to right, then downwards while turning hand
palm up.

FAME. The highest compliment you can pay an Indian is to say that he is a CHIEF,
BRAVE; therefore make these signs to express fame,

FAR. Make the sign for DISTANT.

FARM. Make the sign for CORN and for WORK.
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FAST (meaning: pass by). Hold left flat hand in front of body, back to left; then
hold right flat hand, back to right, six inches to rear of left. Make right hand
go swiftly past left in a curve very slightly downwards and then upwards.

FATHER. With compressed right hand gently tap right breast two or three times;
then make the sign for MALE.

FATHER-IN-LAW. Make the sign for WIFE or HUSBAND, then FATHER.

FEAR. Make the sign for AFRAID.

FEAST. Make sign for WORK, for two or three kettles in a row, for BRING (from
several directions); first part of sign for COUNCIL, and for EAT. (Repeat this
latter two or three times).

FEATHER. For one feather worn as a decoration on the head, make sign for BIRD,
for TAIL, and place extended index of right hand pointing up at back of head.
FEMALE (meaning: combing the hair). Place both hands on either side of head,
fingers hooked; then stroke downwards as though combing the hair. Use of but

right hand also correct.

FEW (meaning: compressed). Hold partly closed hands in front of body, palms
towards each other, lower edges pointing to front, hands opposite, but heel of
right hand height of index of left, and eight inches apart; move right hand to
left, left to right until right is over left.

FIGHT. Bring loose fists, palms toward each other, in front of body, at height of
shoulders, and three inches apart. Move right hand few inches towards body,
while left goes outwards same distance; then reverse and repeat.

FINISHED. Make the sign for END.

FIRE (meaning: blaze). Carry right arm well down in front of body, fingers par-
tially closed; raise hand slightly and snap fingers upwards. Repeat.

FIRE (meaning: discharge of weapon). See SHOOT.

FISH. Make sign for WATER, then hold flat right hand, back to right, at right of
body near waist; then move the hand to front sinuously.

FIX. Hold left flat hand upwards, right flat hand crossing it at right angles; push
edge of right across left, while left flattens with back up.

FLAG. Bring right flat hand out in front right shoulder; place fingers of left hand
on wrist of right, then oscillate or wave right hand several times.

FLOAT. Indicate the WATER, RIVER, LAKE, etc. Bring extended left hand in
front }cl)f breast, back up; lay right hand on it; then move hands with wavy motion
to right.

FLOUR. Hold right hand, back to right, in front of body, and rub tips of fingers
with tip of thumb; then point to something white and make sign for BREAD.
FLOWER. Make the sigh for GRASS at waistline. Then make circle of thumb and
index of both hands; then turn outside of hands under, until little fingers touch

and thumbs and indexes point up. Some add SMELL and GOOD.

FLY. Make sign for WINGS, as in BIRD.

FOG. Make sign for WATER; then cross hands, fingers open, in front of eyes.

FOLLOW. With palms facing, left hand ahead, thrust both hands forward with zigzag
motion.

FOND (meaning: pressed to the heart). Cross wrists, a little in front and above the
heart, right nearest body, hands closed, backs out; press right forearm against
body and left wrist against right. This expresses regard, liking, fondness, affec-
tion and love.

FOOD. Make the sign for EAT.

FOOL. Make the sign for CRAZY. (For UNWISE, INDISCREET or FOOLISH,
add sign for LITTLE.) o

FOOTPRINTS. Make sign for WALK and for SEE; fingers pointing to ground.

FOOTRACE. Make sign for RUN and for EQUAL. If one comes out ahead, move
one finger to front.

FOREST. Hold open right and left hands ten inches out in front of shoulders, back
outward, thumb and fingers spread. Move slightly upward, slowly, to indicate
growth, then extend right hand to right and front indicating trees extend great dis-
tance, then add PLENTY.

FOREVER. Place the open right hand, palm towards right side of head, just clear
of head; then move it forward and backward twice, past front and rear of head.
In general use fifty years ago, according to Hadley.

FORGET (meaning: mental darkness). Almost make sign for NIGHT, by holding left
hand steady in front and sweeping right hand around to left.

FORT (meaning: white soldier’s house). Make the sign for WHITE, for SOLDIER,
and for HOUSE.

FOUND. This is represented by T SAW IT, PICKED IT UP.
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FOX. Show size of animal and large, long tail with white tip.

FRAGRANT (meaning: smells good). Move the right 2 hand by wrist action upwards
from chin, nose passing between tips of fingers; then sign GOOD.

FREEZE. Make the sign for COLD, for WATER, and for HARD.

FREEZE OVER (meaning: ice closing over a stream). Make sign for COLD and
for WATER or RIVER; then hold flat hands, backs up, opposite shoulders,
fingers pointing to front; move hands toward each other until index fingers touch.
Representing ice formed on surface of water.

FRIEND (meaning: brothers growing up together). Hold right hand in front of
neck, palm outwards, index and second fingers extending upwards; raise the hand
until tips of fingers are high as head. Southern Indians make sign of shaking their
own hands, which all Indians now understand.

FROG. Make sign for WATER; then compress right hand near right shoulder and
make motion of frog jumping.

FUTURE. (Meaning—time in front.) Make the sign for TIME, then advance the
right hand past and beyond the left hand.

G

GALLOP. Make sign for RIDE; then bring hands in front of center of body, hands
held edgewise, left near the body, right in front of same; move the hands simultan-
eously up and down several times in vertical curves, to imitate action of horse.

GAP (meaning: mountain pass). With index and thumb spread, hold left hand out
in front of breast, in form of gap; then pass right hand edgewise through the gap.

GENEROUS. Make signs for HEART and BIG.

GET. Make the sign for POSSESSION.

GIRL. Make the sign for WOMAN; then bring hand down on right side to indicate
height; fingers compressed and pointing up.

GIVE. Hold right flat hand, back to right, pointing to front and upwards, in front of
body at height of shoulder; move hand out and down.

GIVE ME. About height of neck, bring right well out in front of body, back of hand
downwards and slightly to left, lower edge nearest to body, hand flat and point-
ing upwards; bring hand in towards body and lower slightly.

GIVE NAME TO. Make the signs for CALL and GIVE. Clark says: “A young
man, after making his maiden effort on the war path, if he has met with success,
‘sheds’ his boyish name, and is given frequently the name by which some of the
old men of his tribe have always been known.”

GLAD (meaning: sunshine in the heart). Make sign for HEART; then sign for DAY
or OPENING UP, and SUNRISE. By carrying hands into position on curves
as indicated gives grace and beauty to movements.

GLOOMY (meaning: the clouds are close). Make the sign for CLOUDS; then draw
them down to near the head.

GLOVE. Pass the spread thumb and index of right over left hand, meaning any
covering for the hands.

GO. Hold flat right hand in front of body, back to right, pointing front and down-

' wards; move hand to front, and by wrist action, raise fingers to front and upwards.

GO AHEAD. Make the sign for PUSH.

GOAT (meaning: horns, and whiskers under chin). Bring 1 hands alongside of head,
pointing upwards, hands held just over ears; then place back of right wrist against
under side of chin, hand compressed and pointing downward.

GOD (meaning: the great mystery). Make signs for MEDICINE and GREAT, and
point to zenith. .

GOLD. Make the sign for MONEY; then point to something YELLOW in color.

GONE. Make the signs for GO and LONG TIME.

GOOD (meaning: level with the heart). Hold the flat right hand, back up, in front
of and close to left breast, pointing to left; move hand briskly well out to front
and to right, keeping it in a horizontal plane.

GOOD EVENING. Make the signs for GOOD, DAY and SUNSET. (The true
Indian version would be SUNSET, DAY and GOOD.)

GOOD MORNING. Make the signs for GOOD, DAY and SUNRISE. (To be exact,
the Indian would say SUNRISE, DAY, and GOOD.)

GOOSE. Make slow sign for BIRD; then indicate triangular shape taken by flocks
of geese in their migrations.

GRANDFATHER. Make the sign for FATHER, and for OLD, by rotating right
hand by right ear to indicate that hearing was poor.

GRANDMOTHER. Make the sign for MOTHER, and for OLD, by rotating right
hand by right ear to indicate that hearing was poor.
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GRASS. Hold the hands, back downwards, arms extended downwards to full length,
in front of body, fingers extended, separated and slightly curved, pointing upwards;
then swing hands apart.

GRAVE, Make signs for DIE and BURY.

GRAY (meaning: white and black). Make the signs for WHITE, LITTLE, BLACK,
LITTLE,'or make sign for COLOR and point to something gray.

GREAT. With palms toward each other bring extended hands out in front of
breast; then separate the hands to right and left.

GREAT MYSTERY. Make the signs for MEDICINE and GREAT.

GREEN. Make the sign for COLOR; then point to the grass if convenient, otherwise
to something green.

GRIEVE. Make sign for CRY, and for cutting off hair.

GROW. Hold right hand, back down, index extended, and pointing upwards, in front

of body; hand held near the ground; raise hand by gentle jerks.

GUN. Make as though shooting gun, then add sign for FIRE. For rifle add working

of lever.
H

HAIL. Make the sign for RAIN, for COLD; then indicate size of hailstones with
curved index and thumb of right hand.

HAIR. To denote hair of human being, touch hair of head.

HALF. Hold flat left hand oyt in front of breast with back out; lay lower edge of
right hand on upper edge of left, resting at knuckle of left index, back to right
and front, fingers extending, touching; move right hand to right and outwards.

HALF BREED (meaning: half of body one kind, half of another). Place flat right
hand upwards, in center of breast, little finger near breast; move hand one foot
to left, then back and one foot to right. Have seen Sioux make the sign “One-
half Indian, one-half white man.” .

HALT. Hold flat right hand palm outward, in front of body, height of shoulders;
move hand sharply to front and downwards, stopping it suddenly. Some Indians
raise the hand higher for emphasis.

HANDSOME. Make sign for BEAUTIFUL.

HANG (to) (meaning: as pendant). The left index is extended and held horizontally
in front of body, other fingers closed, and the right index curved and hooked to it.

HAPPY. Make the sign for GLAD.

HARD. Hold out left hand palm, straight up; strike it with right fist two or three
times.

HAT. Bring right hand, back outwards, in front close to and a little above head,
index and thumb spread and nearly horizontal, other fingers closed; lower the
hand until thumb and index are about opposite the eyes; spread thumb and index,
passing down close to forehead, index to left, thumb to right.

HATCHET. Make signs for AXE and SMALL.

HAVE. Make the sign for POSSESSION.

HAWK, Make the sign for BIRD; then hold partially compressed right hand a
little higher and in front of right shoulder; move swiftly to front and down with
slight curve up, imitating a hawk’s dive through the air after its prey.

HE or HIM. Point right index at person indicated.

HEADACHE. Make the sign for SICK, by imitating throbbing in front of head.

HEAP. First indicate gathering in from the sides, then bring hands upwards in
curve to show the shape.

HEAR. Hold right cupped hand behind right ear.

HEART. Bring compressed right hand pointing downwards over heart.

HEAVEN Point upwards with right index, looking up with reverence. (Modern.)

HEAVY (meaning: cannot hold up). Hold out flat hands in front of body, palms
up; raise hands slightly and let them drop a few inches.

HELP. Make the signs for WORK and WITH.

HER. Point right index at person indicated.

HERE. Make sign for SIT.

HIDE (to). Hold out left flat hand, pointing oblique to right; hold right hand in
same relative position, pointing at left hand; then pass right down under left.
HIGH. Hold right flat hand, back up, in front of right shoulder; then raise or lower

to height desired to be shown.

HILL. Make the signs for MOUNTAIN and LITTLE.

HIS or HERS. Point to person and make sign for POSSESSION.

HOLD. Hold both hands, back out, with fingers spread; lay the fingers of one hand
over the interstices of the other, as if to prevent anything passing through be-
tween the fingers; move the hands, held in this position, slightly to right and left,
by elbow and shoulder action.
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HOLE. Make circle with thumb and index of both hands; then, holding left in posi-
tion, press compressed right through hole.

HOMELY. Pass palm of hand over face and make sign for BAD.

HONEST. Make the sign for TRUE.

HORSE. Hold left flat hand edgewise, back to left in front of left breast. Some
Indians to make the sign more emphatic place the right index and second fingers
astride the left hand. L.

The sign used in illustration is most generally used.

HORSERACE. Make sign for HORSE and for RACE.

HOSPITAL. Make signs for HOUSE, SICK, and MANY. Some Indians make signs
for HOUSE and MEDICINE.

HOT (meaning: rays of sun pressing down). Hold flat hands above head, few inches
apart; then bring hands down and slightly towards head.

HOUSE (meaning: corner of log house). With hands in front of body, interlace
fingers near tips, fingers at right angles, horizontal. This is the primitive sign
for house, though Cheyennes frequently indicate shape of gable roof with both
5 hands pointing up.

HOW MANY. Sign INTERROGATE or QUESTION; point left hand at 45 deg.
angle to right and front; then with index of right hand strike little finger and
others in succedsion. As fingers are struck they remain down.

BOW MUCH. Expressed by HOW MANY. How much money would be, how

many dollars?

HUNDRED. See COUNTING.

HUNGRY (meaning: cuts one in two). Hold little finger edge of hand against center
of body; then move to right and left as though cutting in two.

HUNT. Make sign for WOLF, that is bring 2 hand near eye and move it around.

HURRY. Make the signs for WORK, and FAST.

HUSBAND. Make the signs for MALE, and MARRY.

I

I (meaning: myself). With right extended thumb touch center of breast.
I'CE.OVMEall{e signs for WATER, for COLD, and bring hgnds together as in FREEZE

ICICLE. Make sign for WATER, for COLD, and hold right index in front of body,
pointing downward.

IMPOSSIBLE. Make sign for CANNOT.

IMPRISON (meaning: seizing hold of). Hold left fist, back to left, a little higher

and in front of left shoulder; then seize left wrist with right hand and pull it
some inches to right; then cross wrists in front of body, right on top, hands closed.

IN. For a person “in my house,” make signs for HOUSE and SIT.

INCREASE. Hold hands out in front of body, palms toward each other, few inches
apart, fingers pointing to front; separate hands and move them out and apart by
gentle jerks.

INDIAN. Hold the flat left hand, back up, in front, and rub it from wrist to knuckles,
back and forth, twice.

INFANTRY. Make signs for WHITE, SOLDIERS and WALXK.

INFERIOR (meaning: in rank or influence). Index fingers side by side, extended
pointing upwards; one index to represent the inferior is held a little lower than
the other. ‘For several persons inferior to one, right index is held a little higher
than the extended fingers of left.

INJURE (meaning: doing evil to). Referring to someone else, make signs for WORK
and BAD. Referring to one’s self, make the signs for DO, TO ME, BAD.

INTERPRETER. Make the signs for HE, TALKS, LITTLE, WHITE MAN, TALK
and name particular language.

INTERROGATE. As this means QUESTION, the reader is referred to the explana-
tion given under that head.

IRON. Make the sign for HARD and point to something metallic.

ISLAND. Form an incomplete circle with thumbs and indexes of both hands out in
front of body, ends of thumbs and indexes an inch apart; leave left hand in posi-
tion, and make sign for WATER with right hand; then with tips of compressed
right hand draw a circle outside the circle first formed.
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J

JEALOUS (meaning: elbowing to one side). Hold closed hands near right and left
breasts; move right elbow a little to right and rear, then left elbow a little to
left and rear. Repeat.

JOKE. Hold right hand with back down, in front of mouth, fingers separated, partly
curved and pointing forward move hand to front and upwards This is a recog-
nized Indian sign, but not in general use.

JOYOUS. Make signs for HEART and GLAD.

JUMP. Hold compressed right hand, with back to right, close to right shoulder,
fingers pointing to front; move hand to front, upwards, over, and down in vertical
curve.

JUNIOR. For persons or officers this is generally mdlcated as in INFERIOR. The
tip of one index lower than the other, the distance determining the difference in

rank.
K

KEEP. With right hand grasp left index firmly and move hands slightly to rlght

and left.

KEEP CLOSE. Make the signs for GOOD and CLOSE.

KEEP QUIET. Make 51gn for HALT, and repeat; then by lowering the hand gently
the meaning would be, “Fear not,” “Do not be anxious,” etc.

KETTLE. Form an incomplete circle as in ISLAND; then with left hand in position
carry partially-closed right hand across and down over imaginary kettle, making
motion as though about to lift it by the handle.

KILL. Bring right hand in front of right shoulder, hand nearly closed; strike to
front downwards and a little to left, stopping hand suddenly with slight rebound.

KINSHIP (meaning: near or distant from one source). Bring tips of extended
touching first and second fingers of right hand against lips, as in_sign for
BROTHER; then make the sign for CLOSE or DISTANT, as relationship may be.

KNIFE (meaning: cutting a piece of meat, held with the left hand and with teeth).
Hold right flat hand close to face, lower edge just over mouth; move the hand
upwards and to left two or three times, as if trying to cut with lower edge of
hand. Sometimes left hand is held in front of and a little higher than right, as
though holding meat.

KNOW. Hold right hand, back up, close to left breast; sweep hand outwards and
slightly upwards, turmng hand by wrist action until palm nearly up; thumb and
index extended, other fingers closed, thumb and index horizontal, index pointing
nearly to left, thumb pointing to front.

KNOW NOT. Make the sign for KNOW, then open hand and sweep it to the right,
making the sign NO.

LAKE (meaning: water and shape). Make sign for WATER; then with thumbs and
index fingers make an incomplete horizontal circle with space of one inch between
tips; then swing wrists together, tips of indexes apart.

LAME (meaning: limping motion of animals). Hold closed right hand, palm down,
one foot in front of right breast; move hand slightly to front, and by wrist action
bend the hand downwards and to left, repeating motion.

I.LAND. Push both flat hands toward the ground, then spread them sideways.

LARGE. Make the sign for BIG, and if very big, add sign for HIGH.

LASSO. Make sign for ROPE; then make as though to swing and throw same for-
ward; then draw the hand back quickly as though catching the animal.

LAST. Bring right and left indexes together well out to left of body, representing a
race; then pull right hand away back, representing last in the race.

LAST YEAR. Make the signs for WINTER and BEYOND.

LAUGH. Hold both 5 hands partly closed, in front of both breasts, palms up; then
move them up and down.

LAW. Make the sign for TRUE.

LEAD (to) (meaning: leading a pony with lariat). Hold closed right hand, back to
right, in front, close to and a little higher than right shoulder; move the hand to
front by gentle jerks.
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LEAF. Make the sign for TREE; then hold right hand out in front of shoulder,
index and thumb curved, one inch between tips, other fingers closed, back of hand
nearly to right, lower edge pointing to front and upwards; give a wavy motion to
hand to represent leaf on limb of tree.

LEGGINGS. Pass hands upwards over that portion of legs covered by leggings,
thumb and index spread, backs of hands outwards. v eaehg

LEND. See BORROW.

LIAR. Make sign for the person and for LIE.

LIBERATE. Make signs for HOLD and GO.

LIE (meaning: two tongues or forked tongue). Bring right 2 hand to right of mouth,
fingers pointing to left; move the hand to left past mouth.

LIGHT (not heavy). Hold extended flat hands, back down, at same height in front
of body, few inches apart, fingers pointing to front; raise hands briskly by wrist

action.

LIGHT (not dark). Make the sign for DAY,

LIGHT_NING (meaning: zigzag flash). Point right index upward; then move hand
to right, rear and downwards in jerky motion, to imitate lightning flash.

LIKE. Make sign for EQUAL.

LISTEN. Hold right 4 hand, cupped near right ear; turn hand slightly back and
forth by wrist action.

LITTLE. Hold right hand at height of shoulder, back to right, end of thumb pressing
against inner surface of index, so that only the end of index is seen beyond the
thumb nail.

LITTLE TALK. See TALK.

LIVE. See ALIVE; also RECOVER.

LIVER. Place extended hands over location of liver, then give them a tremulous
motion.

LODGE. See TEEPEE.

LONG TIME. Make the sign for TIME, then for PAST TIME continue drawing
right hand towards the right while pushing left index slightly forward. For
P}‘IU'{I%IRE TIME, hold left index in position and pass right index past and beyond
the left.

LOOK. Make the sign for SEE.

LOST. Make sign for HIDE.

LOVE. Make the sign for FOND, with more intense pressure.

LOW. Hold right flat hand, back up, towards the ground at height desired.
ILUNG. Hold right hand, fingers nearly extended and separated, over breast.

M

MAD. Make sign for ANGRY.

MAXE. TUse sign for WORK.

MALE. Elevate the right index, back out, in front of face. Same as MAN.

MAN. Elevate the right index, back out, in front of face. Same as MALE.

MANY. Hold hands well in front, to right and left of body, fingers curved and point-
ing to front; move hands towards each other on vertical curve downwards; move
them slightly upwards as though grasping hands, and finish full movement with
hands opposite and few inches apart.

MANY TIMES (also, EVERY LITTLE WHILE). Hold left forearm horizontally
in front of left breast, pointing front and right; touch forearm of left several
times with side of tip of extended index of right hand, other fingers and thumb
closed, back of hand nearly to front; commencing near left wrist and moving hand
towards elbow. This is also used to mean: OFTEN, ALL THE TIME, and
WHILE.

MARRY (meaning: trade or purchase). Make sign for TRADE; then join index
fingers, side by side, pointing to front.

MARVELOUS. See MEDICINE.

MATCH (lucifer). With right hand hold match between thumb and index; then rub
quickly against left forearm, as though scratching a match.

MATE or CHUM. Make the signs for FRIEND and EQUAL.

MAY-BE-SO. Same as PERHAPS.

ME. Point right thumb at breast.

MEAN (meaning: compressed heart). Make the signs for HEART and SMALL.

MEAT. Hold flat left hand, back up, in front of left breast; then with the flat right
hand, palm up, slice imaginary pieces off the left palm.

MEDAL. Make an incomplete circle with thumb and index of right hand, spaced one
inch between tips, other fingers closed, and place little finger on center of breast.
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MEDICINE (meaning: mysterious and unknown). Hold right 2 hand close to fore-
head, palm outwards; index and second fingers separated and pointing upwards,
others .agii thumb closed; move hand upwards while turning from right to left
in a spiral.

MEDICINE MAN. Make the sign for MAN and for MEDICINE.

MAKING BAD MEDICINE, or MAKING GOOD MEDICINE. Many Indians use
this idiom, which is somewhat typical. To express either of the above, make
signs accordingly.

MEET (to). Hold 1 hands opposite each other, pointing upwards; bring the hands
towards each other until tips of index fingers touch.

MELANCHOLY. Make the signs for HEART and SICK.

MEMORY. Make the signs for HEART and KNOW.

METAL. There is no general sign for this except that for HARD. Anything made
of metal must be pointed to or touched.

METEOR. Make sign for STAR, and with hand in that position make sign for FIRE;
and then let it drop in a wavy, tremulous motion.

MID-DAY. Indicate that the sun is exactly overhead, or make the signs for DAY and
MIDDLE.

MIDDLE. Hold left 1 hand well in front of left breast, with back to left; hold
right 1 hand in front of right breast, raise it slightly up and over in small semi-
circle until tip of right index rests on middle joint of left index.

MIDNIGHT. Make the signs for NIGHT and MIDDLE.

MIDWINTER. Make the sign for WINTER and for MIDDLE.

MIGRATE (meaning: of birds). Make sign for BIRD, MANY and FLYING to
south or north.

MILKY-WAY (meaning: ghosts, or dead men's road). Make sign for DIE, for
TRAIL; then with right flat hand fully extended sweep in a segment of circle
across that part of the sky.

MIND. Touch the two first fingers of right hand to forehead.

MINGLE. Hold slightly compressed hands out in front of body, opposite neck, hands
pointing upward, close together, move them one about the other in circles, sur-
faces touching. ‘

MIRROR. Hold up flat right hand with palm twelve inches from face, fingers point-
ing upwards. This represents a hand mirror.

MISLEAD. Make sign for TRAIL; then show deception by pushing right index out
at a different angle.

MISS (to). Make the sign for AVOID.

MISTAKE. Make the signs for WORK and HIDE.

MIX. To mix by stirring imitate the motion. To mix otherwise, make the sign for
MINGLE.

MOCCASIN. Pass spread thumbs and indexes up from toes, over feet to ankles;
right over right, left over left, palms close to feet.

MONEY. Hold right hand, back to right, well out in front of right breast, index and
thumb curved, forming an incomplete circle, space half inch beween tips, other
fingers closed.

MONKEY (meaning: half white man, half dog). Pass the spread thumb and index
finger of each hand, other fingers closed, over and near the surface of body
from waist upwards, palms towards body; then make sign for WHITES; then
pass_the hand similarly from waist down, and make sign for DOG. The upper

. portion like white man, lower like dog.

MONTHS or MOONS. See pages 58 and 79.

MOON (meaning: night sun). Make the sign for NIGHT; then with curved thumb
and index of right hand form a segment or quarter moon, and hold it in line of
vision to where moon should be on high.

MORNING. Make the signs for DAY and SUNRISE.

MOTHER. With partially curved compressed right hand give two or three gentle
taps or pluckings at left breast.

MOTHER-IN-LAW. Make the sign for HUSBAND or WIFE, and then for MOTHER.

MOTION PICTURES. This is a strictly recent proposition, and must be so regarded.
The modern Indian, however, knows all about the pictures, and thousands act in
them. Have seen different descriptive signs made, the most common being to ex-
tend both flat hands, upright, and vibrate them rapidly, to show flicker of the
picture, and sign LOOK. One Indian who had been to Hollywood made sign
similar to OWL, as though looking into opera glass, and then sign for turning
crank.

MOTOR CAR. Make the sign for automobile.
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MOUND. Partially curve the hands and, with backs up, bring them alongside each
other in front of body; separate the hands in downward curves, to right with right
hand, to left with left.

MOUNTAIN. Push up the closed hand as in bluff, but raised higher; then make the
sign for HARD. Use both hands to represent a mountainous country.

MOUNTAIN LION. Make the signs for CAT, for LONG TAIL, and for JUMP.

MOURN (meaning: cutting off the hair and crying). With extended separated right
2 hand make as though to cut off hair horizontally just below ears; then make
the sign for CRY.

MOUSE. To represent height hold the right flat hand close to ground, and partially
closing same hand imitate its movements in running; then make sign for NIGHT,
and with right thumb and index nibble at left index.

MOVE (meaning: to move camp). Make sign for TEEPEE: then lower hands from
this position as though taking down the lodge poles; then make the signs for
WORK, for PACK, and GO.

MUCH. Make the sign for MANY.

MUD. With left compressed, catch or hold right compressed hand and drag down
over same; then reverse and repeat (imitating an animal pulling its feet out of the
mud); point to ground. For soft in any other sense, use signs for HARD and NO.

MULE. Hold extended hands alongside of ears, palms to front, fingers pointing up-
wards; by wrist action move hands forward and back to represent their motion.

MUST. Make the sign for PUSH. (Used as a command.)

MY or MINE. Make the sign for POSSESSION.

MYSTERIOUS or WONDERFUL. Make the sign for MEDICINE.

N

NAME. In asking the name of a person the Indian method would be to make the
signs QUESTION, YOU, CALLED—“What are you called?” meaning: “What
are you named?”

NARROW. Make the sign for FEW.

NAVAJO—Indian (meaning: makes striped blankets): Make the signs for WORK,

BLANKET and STRIPED.

NEAR. Make the sign for CLOSE.

NEEDLE. Make the sign for SEW.

NE%I}‘OAéIr{neaning: black white man). Make sign for WHITE MAN, and sign for

NEW. Make the signs for OLD, NO, and GOOD.

NEWSPAPER. Hold the flat hands side by side, palm up; then move hands apart
as though spread out, and sign LOOK. To this I have known an Indian to add
the signs WRITING and TALK.

NEXT YEAR. You must indicate the season. If in winter you wish to say, “next
summer,” make signs for WINTER, for FINISHED, and for GRASS. Showing
high grass. If in Summer you wish to say, “next Winter,” make signs for
AUTUMN, for FINISHED, and for WINTER.

NEZ PERCE—Indian (meaning: pierced noses). Hold right index slightly under and
to right of nose, then push index across to left below the nose.

NIGHT (meaning: earth covered over). Extend flat hands in front of body, ten inches
apart, backs up, right hand a little higher; move right hand to left and left to right
turning hands a trifle by wrist action.

NO. Hold extended flat right hand, back up, in front of body, fingers pointing to left
and front; swing the hand to right and front while turning hand so that thumb is
up and back downwards, then return to first position.

NOON. With right thumb and index forming incomplete circle one inch between
tips, show position of sun overhead.

NOTIFY. Make the sign for TALK.

NOW. Bring extended index finger of right hand about 8 inches in front of face, and
without stopping carry it quickly several inches to front, stopping with a rebound.

NUMBERS. See COUNT.

OATH. In early times there were several ways of imposing this obligation. Point-
ing to the zenith and the earth was an oath with many tribes. An ancient oath,
with eyes and hands (flat) upraised, meant “God see my hands, they are clean.”
Holding up the right hand is now understood by all Indians, and is called “The
white man’s way.”
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OBEY. Make the sign for LISTEN.

OCEAN. Make the signs for WATER and BIG.

OFFICER. Make the sign for CHIEF.

OFTEN (MANY TIMES, REPEAT). Hold left forearm horizontally in front of

left breast, pointing to front; then with right index touch left forearm several times
commencing at wrist and passing upwards towards elbow.

OJIBWAY. See CHIPPEWA.

OLD (meaning: walking with a stick). Hold closed right hand, back to right, twelve
inches in front of right shoulder, at height of breast; move hand upwards, to front,
downwards and back to first position in a curve. Repeat motion.

OPPOSITE. Point both extended index fingers toward each other, at same height,
other fingers and thumbs closed.

OSAGE—Indian (meaning: shaved heads). Bring backs of extended hands alongside
of head, fingers pointing to rear; move hands downwards as though cutting the
hair with lower edges of hands. Repeat this.

OTTER (meaning: decorating the hair). Hold right hand near top of right ear, thumb,
index and second fingers extended together; lower the hand while making a small
spiral vs{lth tips of fingers. There is a general custom among all plains Indians of
decorating the hair with strips of otter skin.

OUTSIDE. M?.kq sign to show whether outside of teepee, house or camp; then with
left hand still in position make sign for HERE with right hand, beyond or outside
of the left hand.

OVER. Make the sign for ACROSS.

OVERTAKE. Extend left flat hand with palm outwards, fingers pointing to front
and up; hold right 1 hand near breast, palm outwards, index pointing front and up;
move right hand out till it touches left.

OWL (meaning: big eyes). Make sign for BIRD; then make circles of thumbs and
indexes of both hands and place them in front of eyes.

OWN. Make the sign for POSSESSION.

P

PACK. Hold partly compressed left hand in front of body, back out; then with partly
compressed right hand pat upper surface of left; then pat back of left; then reverse
and in same manner pat right hand with left. This represents loading a pack animal.

PADDLE. Make the sign for BOAT, and indicate use of paddle.

PAI}II\IT.d With fingers extended rub the cheeks and front of face with palm of right

and.

PALSY. Bring the hands close to breast, back up, then shake them with a quivering
motion.

PARADE. Make sign for WHITE MAN, for SOLDIER, and for WALK. Some-
times add RIDING HORSE BACK, and GO.

PART. If one-half, make sign for HALF; if more or less indicate accordingly.

PARTNER. Make sign for BROTHER. Indians seem averse to partnership, but
often adopt a man as friend or brother.

PAST. (Sense of time—meaning time behind.) Make the sign for BEFORE.

PAWNEE (meaning: Wolf). Make the sign for INDIAN, then hold right 2 hand,
fingers extended, close to right shoulder, palm outwards; carry hand slightly up-
wards and six inches to front.

PAYMASTER. Make the signs for MONEY and CHIEF.

PEACE. Clasp the hands in front of body, with back of left hand down.

PEAK. Compress fingers of right hand tightly together, cone shape; then raise hand
in front of body, back outwards.

PEOPLE. Right index, shoulder high, moving up and down as shown. Have seean
Indians use both 5 hands, near breast, backs out.

PERHAPS (meaning: two hearts). Hold right 2 hand over heart, pointing to left,
fingers separated; then by forearm movement roll the hand back and forth. When
expressing many conflicting emotions or many doubts, vibrate ‘or roll the extended

hand. This would represent deep consideration.

PHONOGRAPH. With right hand make as though to wind it up; then show turning
disk; then make signs for LISTEN, and GOOD. (A flexible modern sign, well
understood by Indians.)

PICKET—To picket a horse (meaning: to drive picket pin in the ground). Make the
sign for HORSE, for TIMBER; then bring closed left hand, thumb up, in front
of body, and strike it a few times with closed right hand.
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PIPE (meaning: holding long wooden stem). Bring the hands in front of neck, backs
down, left hand four inches from chin, right hand several inches in front of left;
move hands to front and downwards short distance, as though lowering pipe; then
repeat. (Stem is held between thumb and index.)

PISTOL. Make the sign for GUN; then with both hands indicate “six”, for six shooter,
by holding up right hand, fingers and thumb extended, separated, and holding up
left thumb, left fingers closed.

PITY—towards another. Both 1 hands, backs up, carried outward and downward to-
wards another person.

PITY ME. Hold both 1 hands, well out, and draw them to the breast.

PLANT. Make sign for _CORN, for WORK; then with right hand near shoulder
make as though dropping seed in the ground.

PLENTY. Hold extended 5 hands well out to right and left; then bring them in to-
gether as though gathering something up.

PONY. Make the signs for HORSE and LITTLE, showing height with left flat hand.

POOR (in possession). Hold up left 1 hand, back out, index pointed upwards; then
with right index make as though to scrape left index bare, striking from tip of
finger downwards.

POOR (meaning: flesh clawed off). Bring curved hands close to center of body and
make as though to claw the flesh off the ribs, first with right then with left. Repeat.

PORCUPINE. Show size of animal; then point up with fingers as in grass; then indi-
cate working on moccasin.

PORTRAIT. Hold left hand same as in MIRROR, and with right hand indicate as
though making sketch on left palm.

POSSESSION (for such words as HIS, HERS, YOURS, MINE, ETC.). Hold closed
fist in front of neck, back to right; swing hand slightly downwards and by wrist
action have thumb point to front.

POWDER. Hold left flat hand in front of body, back down, and rub tips of fingers
and thumb of right hand slightly above left palm.

PRAIRIE. Extend both hands out in front, about height of face, touching, palms up,
ﬁ]ngers to front; 'then separate hands moving right to right, left to left on an even
plane.

PRAIRIE DOG. To right of body hold right hand near ground, showing height of
animal; then make sign for HOLE; then push compressed right hand through
closed left hand, until tips emerge; then with thumb and index snap them as in
LITTLE TALK, representing their chattering noise.

PRAY. Make the signs for WORK (meaning: making), and MEDICINE. Some
Southern Indians hold both flat hands, palms up, high above the sides of the head—
meaning: “God sees my hands; there is no blood on them, I am innocent.”

PRESIDENT. Make the sign for WHITES, for CHIEF, and for BIG, and with left
hand point afar as if towards Washington.

PRIEST (meaning: black robes). Make the sign for COAT, carrying hands well down,
and for BLACK. . ) .

The earliest Missionaries among the Indians were The Catholic Priests, known as
“Black Robes,” and Episcopalian ministers, known as “White Robes.” .

PRISONER (meaning: bound at wrists). Close the hands, cross the wrists in front
of body, the right resting on left, palms down.

PRIVATE TALK. Hold extended left hand, back up, in front of left breast; with
right thumb and index make sign for LITTLE TALK under and close to left palm.

PROUD. Used by Indians as meaning vain. Make sign for PAINT, for DRESS
and for FOND—meaning, fond of GOOD DRESS.

PUEBLO—Indian. Make sign for MEXICAN, for WORK, for BLANKET, and for
STRIPED.

PUSH. Place both fists near breasts holding arms rigid; then move them a few inches
forward as with an effort.

QUARREL. Bring index fingers, pointing up, several inches apart, opposite each other,
in front of body, level with shoulders; now by wrist action move right tip toward
left, then tip toward right, alternately, and repeat. Make motions sharply. Also
means SCOLDING.

QUEEN. Make signs for FEMALE, CHIEF, and BIG.

QUENCH. Make the sign for FIRE; then, with back up, hold extended right hand
over place where sign for FIRE was made, and lower the hand; then make sign
for WIPED OUT.
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QUESTION. Hold right 5 hand, palm outwards, at height of shoulders, fingers and
thumb extended, separated and pointing upwards, turn the hand slightly by wrist
action two or three times. If the person is distant, hold the hand higher and move
it considerably to right and left. This particularly means WHAT—and partially
means WHY, WHERE, WHEN; which see.

QUICK. Make the sign for HURRY.

QUIET DOWN. Hold flat hands, back up, out in front of body, as high as shoulders,
fingers pointing to front; lower the hands slowly.

R

RABBIT. Show the height of rabbit; then make the sign for JUMP.

RACE. State kind of race. Then move index fingers forward as in EQUAL.

RAILWAY. Make the sign for WAGON; then for FIRE with right hand held well
up in front of head, then sign FAST.

RAIN (meaning: falling from clouds). In front of head hold closed hands, near each
other, backs up, in same relative positions; lower hands a trifle by wrist action,
and while doing so open the hands. Repeat motion twice, slowly.

RAINBOW. Make the sign for RAIN, and for FINISHED; then with extended right
hand, back up, imitate circle of rainbow in sky.

RAPIDS. Make the sign for RIVER and for ROCK; then hold right 5 hand near

brfiaflt, pointing downwards; with tremulous motion move hand quickly to front

and down.

RASH. Hold the left flat hand over the eyes, then thrust the right index outward
from back of left hand.

RATTLE. With closed right hand held in front and above right shoulder, shake the
hand as if it was a rattle. (The rattle is an important musical instrument in Indian
ceremonies.)

RATTLESNAKE. Make the sign for SNAKE; then extend right index upwards in
front of right shoulder and vibrate sharply.

REACH (to). See ARRIVE THERE.
READING. Make signs for BOOK and LOOK.
RECEIVE. Make the sign for POSSESSION.

RECOVER. Place right 1 hand before right breast, back up, forearm horizontal;
raise the hand until forearm straight up, turning hand until back is to front. This
means recovery from sickness or escape from danger.

RED (meaning: paint used on face). With fingers pointing upward, rub right cheek
with inside first joints of right hand, making circular motion.

REMAIN. Make the sign for SIT.

REMEMBER. Make the signs for HEART, and KNOW.

REPEAT. Make the sign for OFTEN.

RESTRAIN. Make the sign for HOLD, and for KEEP QUIET.

RETREAT. Make the sign for CHARGE, to show the attack; then by wrist action
turn the hands so that fingers point to rear.

RICH. Make the signs for POSSESS, MANY, PONIES (or HORSES).

RIDE. If animal is meant, make the sign for HORSE, and then move hands forward

in small curves. If riding a vehicle make the sign for same, and then make sign
for SIT on left palm.

RING (finger). Hold left 5 hand in front of breast, lying flat, back up; then touch back
of finger on third joint with right index.

RISING MAN. Make sign for person; then hold left hand at height of neck, palm
outwards, index pointing upwards; bring extended index of right hand beside and
lower than left; raise right slowly until well above other hand.

RIVER (meaning: water flowing). Make the sign for water; then move right hand
to left of face, height of neck, index extended pointing left, move hand to right
until opposite right shoulder, with index horizontal.

ROAD. With both open hand palms up, alternately push hands back and forth. A
modern sign gives TRAIL and WAGON.

ROCK. Make the sign for HARD, and indicate shape.

ROPE. Hold hands as in AFTER; then with tip of right index make a spiral curve
by wrist action while drawing right hand to rear.

ROSE. Hold slightly compressed left hand out in front; then with right compressed
pluck at ends of fingers.

RUN (to). Make the sign for WALK and for FAST.
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RUN AGAINST. Hold flat left hand in front of breast, back out; hold right in same
i'e%?tive (11)osmon but nearer body; move right briskly so that back strikes inside of
e and.

SACRED. Make the sign for MEDICINE.

SAD (meaning: heart laid on the ground). Make the sign for HEART; then swing
hand out and downwards toward the ground, turning palm up.

SADDLE. Place inside of both wrists together in front of breast; then holding this
position, push both closed hands as far back as possible.

SALT. Touch the tongue with tip of extended right index, other_ fingers and thumb
closed; then make the sign for BAD. Sometimes the sign for WHITE is made

SAME. Make the sign for EQUAL.

SERGEANT. Make the sign for WHITES, for SOLDIER, and with right index
mark position, extent and number of stripes on the arms.

SAW. Imitate using the tool.

SCHOOL HOUSE. Make the sign for HOUSE, for WHITES, for LOOK (2 fingers
pointing towards left palm), and for KNOW.

SCOLD. Make the signs for TALK and BAD.

SCOUT. Make the sign for WOLF.

SCOUT (to). Make the sign for WOLF; then sign for LOOK.

SEARCH. See SCOUT.

SEASONS. The usual names for the seasons are, WINTER, SPRING, SUMMER,
FALL, and for explanation of same see pages 57, 49, 51, 23.

SEE. Bring right 2 hand to opposite eyes, and the two fingers should point in the
direction one is looking.

SEIZE. Move open hands out in front of body; close them briskly and draw towards
body, as though seizing something.

SELL. See EXCHANGE.

SEPARATE. Hold the 1 hands close together in front, indexes pointing forward;
by wrist action turn the hands so that right index points to right and front, left
index to left and front; moving right hand to right and front, left to left and front.

SEW. Hold flat left hand, back to left, in front of body; use right index as an awl or
needle, bringing it just over thumb, pointing to left, inner surface pressed against
inner surface of index; move right hand slightly to left, and by wrist action turn
back of index down as it passes. Repeat motion two or three times.

SHAKE HANDS. Clasp hands in front of body. In former times Indians only
clasped hands in concluding a treaty or making peace. They now, in dealing with
whites, observe the custom.

SHARP. Hold flat right hand, back down, in front of right breast; then lightly touch
lower edge of right hand with ball of left thumb; then make sign for GOOD.

SHAWL. Make sign for FEMALE; then sign for BLANKET.

SHE. Make the sign for WOMAN.

SHEEP—Mountain (meaning; horns). Compress and slightly curve the hands in front
and above the head—have them curve in a way similar to that made by the big
horns of the sheep.

SHEEP—Domestic. Make sign for MOUNTAIN SHEEP, for WHITES, and for
WITH.

SHOE. Make the signs for MOCCASIN and WHITES.

SHOOT. Hold nearly closed right hand, back up, in front of breast, tips of first three
fingers pressed against ball of thumb; move hand out, down and to left, while
snapping the fingers out from under the thumb.

SHORT. Hold compressed right hand to right and front of body, fingers pointing
upward and hand at height to be represented.

SHOSHONE—Indian (meaning: sheep eater). Make the sign for INDIAN, for
SHEEP, and for EAT.

SICK. Hold extended 5 hands in front of body; then wave them out and in, two or
three times, to denote throbbing.

SIGN LANGUAGE. Hold out flat left hand, back up, touch back of fingers with
inside of fingers of right hand; then reverse this process; then make sign for TALK.

SILENT. Place tips of fingers of right hand over lips, and incline the head slightlv
to front.

SILVER. Make the signs for MONEY and WHITE.

SINCE. See AFTER.

SING. Hold right 2 hand in front of mouth and make sign for ALL.
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SIOUX—Indian (meaning: cutting off heads). Draw right flat hand across, from left,
in front of neck as though cutting off the head. This is the sign of the Sioux or
Dakota Nation.

SISTER. Make the sign for FEMALE; then place the tips of extended index and
second finger against lips, fingers horizontal, backs up, other fingers and thumb
closed; move the hand horizontally several inches to the front.

SISTER-IN-LAW. Make the sign for BROTHER, for HIS, and for WIFE.

SIT or REMAIN. Hold closed right hand in front of and little below right shoulder;
then move hand downward several inches.

SLED. Hold the 1 hands, backs down, in front of body, equally advanced, several
inches apart, indexes curved, move hands forward simultaneously.

SLEEP. Lower the'extended flat hands with a sweep into following position: left
har_xd.m front of right breast pointing to right, right hand six inches to right of left,
pointing to front and right; then incline head to right.

SLOW. With both palms facing and three inches apart, move hands slowly forward
by short stops.

SMALL. If referring to an animal, indicate the height. For small quantity of any-
thing make the sign for FEW.

SMELL. Bring right 2 hand, fingers separated, back up, in front of chin pointing to
face; then by wrist action move the hand upwards, so that nose passes between tips
of fingers.

SMOKE. For distant or signal fire smoke, make sign for FIRE, and continue raising
hand until higher than head.

SMOKE (meaning: to smoke a pipe). Hold left fist in front of body; then with flat
right hand held three inches above left strike down two or three times; then make
sign for PIPE.

SMOO%TI‘H Make the sign for PRAIRIE, and add ROCK or BLUFF, and WIPED

SNAKE. Hold right 1 hand at right side, waist high, move hand one foot forward
with a wavy motion.

SNOW. Hold extended 5 hands in front of face, fingers pointing downward, lower
in circular zigzags, to indicate whirling, sifting snow.

SNOW SHOE. Indicate the shape and size with right index; then make signs for
WALK, SNOW, and GOOD.

SOAP. With hands held in front of body, rub them together as though washing them.

SOFT. Make the signs for HARD and NO.

SOLDIER. Bring closed fists in front of breast, thumbs touching; then separate hands
horizontally to right and left.

SON. Make sign for man; then with right index pointing upwards, lower hand to in-
dicate height of child.

SORREL. Touch something yellow and make sign for LITTLE.

SOL}R. B\X%h tip of extended index of right hand touch the tongue; then make sign

or .

SPEAK. See TALK.

SPOON. Make the sign for BUFFALO, and leaving right hand in position touch it
with left; then use right hand to dip into some vessel, and carry to mouth.

SPOTTED. Hold out flat left hand and arm, pointing right and front; then hold right
hand above left wrist, fingers slightly separated; then with right finger tips start-
ing at left wrist, touch left forearm every two inches towards elbow, merely
brushing with ends of fingers. Southern Indians lay back of hands on each other,
fingers over fingers, then rub them back and forth several times, to represent spotted,
mottled, brindle, roan, or any off color.

SPRING (meaning: grass coming out of ground). Make the signs for GRASS and
LITTLE.

SPRING (meaning: a spring of water). Make the sign for WATER; then with thumbs
and index fingers form a circle in front of body; then, still holding left in position,
bring compressed right under the circle, fingers held under the thumb; then release
them with a snap to indicate bubbling spring. Repeat last movement.

SPY. Make the sign for WOLF.

STAND. To indicate anything standing upright, bring right 1 hand to right and front
and higher than right shoulder, index pointing upwards.

STANDING ROCK (meaning: an agency on the MISSOURI RIVER). Make the
signs for STAND and ROCK.
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STAR. Make the sign for NIGHT; then form a small incomplete circle with right
thumb and index, and raise hand toward sky. For brilliant star, snap index against
thumb to denote twinkling.

START. Make the sign for GO.

STAY. Make the sign for SIT.

STEAL. Hold extended left hand in front of left breast, back up, pass right 1 hand
under and close to left hand, until right wrist is close to left palm, right index ex-
tended; then draw back the right hand, at same time crooking index.

STEAMBOAT (meaning: fire-boat). Make the sign for BOAT; then sign for FIRE,
holding hand a little higher than the head.

STINGY. Make the signs for HEART and FEW.

STONE. Make the sign for HARD, and indicate shape as of a boulder.

STOP. See HALT.

STORE. Make signs for HOUSE and TRADE.

STRAIGHT. See TRUE.

STRIKE. Hold left flat hand out in front of left breast, back down; use right hand
like a hatchet and strike palm of left. Generally used to represent a blow given
with a weapon. .

STRIPED. Hold left arm as in SPOTTED; then draw palm of extended right hand
from left to right across left forearm in various places.

STRONG. The sign for BRAVE was formerly used by many. The later preference is
to hold right fist above left fist and strike over and downwards with twisting motion,
as though breaking a small stick.

SUGAR. Touch the tongue with tip of right index; then make the sign for GOOD.

SUMMER. Make the sign for GRASS, holding hands very high. Some Indians also
denote SUN passing overhead, and HOT.

SUN. Form, with index and thumb of right hand, an incomplete circle, space of one
inch between tips; hold hand towards the east; then move it in a curve across the
heavens towards the west. Also used to denote the time of day. (Right hand held
towards left indicates eastward).

SUNDAY. Make signs for DAY and MEDICINE. Have seen Indians describe other
days of the week by indicating so many days before or after Medicine Day.

SUNRISE. With right index and thumb make an incomplete circle, other fingers
closed. Hold arm horizontal pointing to left; then raise hand about a foot.

SUNSET—Opposite to SUNRISE. With thumb and index of right hand forming
an incomplete circle, extend right hand to right, about 1 foot above horizontal;
then lower same 12 inches.

SUPERIOR. In comparing two persons or things, place the two extended indexes
side by side, pointing up, one held higher than the other, the highest representing
the superior. When one is superior to several, place index of right hand above
extended thumb and four fingers of left.

SUPPER. See EAT.

SURPRISE. Make the sign for ASTONISH.

SURROUND. Hold thumbs and indexes in semi-circle several inches apart and op-
posite each other; then bring them together to form a flat circle.

SWEET. See SUGAR.

SWIM. Make the sign for WATER; then strike the arms out well in front as though

swimming.

T<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>